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Social Studies 6, part of the Bridge to Social Studies Series,
will help you understand how the world around us has
changed, and to comprehend what the concepts of past,
present and future are. You will learn the significance of
ethics and values in society, as well as of civics education.
Additionally, the content will help you value our natural
and social environment, and to take responsibility for the
effect that our actions have on it. You will also learn about
the prehistory and history of the first societies and you will
identify the relationship Puerto Rico has with the rest of the
world.

Know Your Textbook
Chapter Opening

The opening provides a brief description,
a central image and the questions Review
and Think About It The opening sparks
interest and activates previous knowledge
and experiences. It also aids in content
predictions, which stimulate a connection with
the text. In this way, reading comprehension is
encouraged.
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Chapter 1: Studying the Past

What Is History?

To choose the most important historical events, historians
take note of important changes in society. They also try
to reconstruct history as closely as possible in regards to
how events happened. One of their main objectives is to
interpret the data in order for the rest of society to know
more about the past and present. Their interpretation can
be objective or subjective. An objective interpretation
involves taking all factors into account, including
testimonials and facts, even if these do not agree with

each other. A subjective interpretation relates a particular
viewpoint of the historian; that is, their own interpretation,
and is subject to their own values and beliefs.

You can find valuable information in ancient texts.

History and the Historian

Historians study and interpret the
events of the past.

History is the science that studies the facts and processes
by which societies go through as time goes by. It also
studies the past to discover how the modern world came
to be. The word history comes from the Ancient Greek
and means inquiry or investigation. This discipline studies
particular facts, as well as extensive processes of change
in society. To understand a historical fact, it must be
related to its context; in other words, it must be related to
other historical events as well as the political, economic
and social situations of the moment when it’s
taking place.

Practice

1. Answer:

a. Why is it important to study history?

b. What is the relationship between history and historians?

2. Read the following paragraph, then complete the timeline.

All human beings are protagonists of history, and
historians are those who interpret facts and make them
understandable to the rest of society. They identify the
causes that gave rise to these events as well as their

The Statue of Roman senator
and historian Tacitus.

A timeline is very important for chronology as a science tool. It serves to locate and
order the events of a period or time. Create a timeline about your personal history.
Include five important facts of your life thus far.

consequences. Historians also investigate, gather
information, organize it and determine whether the
data is accurate and reliable. A very important task that
historians perform is to sort events by date. To do this, they
use chronology, which is a science used to determine
the dates of historical events.

14
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Studying the history of clothing in
society allows us to learn about
the historical period to which
they belong, including customs,
practices, social classes, and
the general environment.
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Studying the Past

In this chapter you will learn about how important it
is to study the past. You will review some of the social
sciences and learn about what history is, which disciplines
complement it, and what historians do. You will also study
about the importance of historical research and what the
sources of research are. Finally, you will become part of
the collective and historical memory of society. Get ready
to explore a new world of knowledge.

Review

1. What do you know about the social sciences?
2. Why is it important to know about the past?

3. What should you do when you want to learn more about
the past?

Think About It

1. What is the importance of history to society?

2. Which means are used by historians to explore the past?
3. What are collective memory and historical memory?

10
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Content Pages

The content is presented in a simple and
clear manner and includes relevant images
allowing full understanding of the text. The
lessons include activities that promote
reading comprehension, reflection, analysis
and research. Main concepts are highlighted
in blue, and can also be found in the Glossary
at the end of the textbook which you can
access whenever you need to review a
definition.

Know Your Textbook

Special Topics

1

Chapter 1: Studying the Past

We Begin to Study the Past
groups and allow us to understand the changes of
mankind over time. Furthermore, they promote the ability
to meet the challenges of the present and being able to
prepare for the future. Some of the social sciences are:

Citizens of the World

• Anthropology, which studies human beings in general,
their origins and evolution, their ways of thinking and
their adaptations to society.
• Economy explains how society produces, distributes
and consumes goods and services.
• Politics study the states or governments of societies,
their institutions, administration and organization.
• Demography studies how human populations are
distributed on the planet.
• Geography describes the surface of the Earth and
analyzes the relationships between societies and their
environment.
• History examines how human beings are organized
and how human processes develop over time.

Human beings coexist.

Citizens of the World
The great cultural diversity
of the world makes way
for varied ways of thinking.
Therefore, we must be
tolerant towards others.
We must respect people,
no matter what their age,
gender, economic status
or social group. By being
tolerant, we avoid conflicts
and can reach peaceful
agreements.

The Social Sciences
Humans have always been interested in getting to
know about their past in order to relate it to present
times. Humans are social beings and usually live in
communities. There is a set of disciplines that specialize in
studying the origin and development of societies, these
are the social sciences.

Anthropology allows us to learn
about different groups of
human beings.

Activities
1. Read the following text and then answer the questions.

Social science allows us to study the realities of societies so we can better
understand the needs, phenomena and problems of human groups. One of its
major objectives is to help solve these problems through an objective approach.

Society consists of groups of people living under a
common order. The social sciences study human beings
in relation to society and its environment. Some of these
disciplines specialize in investigating human activities
and beliefs.

a. How can the social sciences help solve social problems?
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In each chapter you will find the
section Citizens of the World. This
section provides information on
cultural diversity in order to promote
coexistence between different cultures
while learning about communities
from other countries.
I Am Part of History

12
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b. What do you think the text refers to when it states that it takes an objective
approach to solve these problems?

Other disciplines study the social, political and
economic relations of societies. Together, they help us to
understand the relationships between different human
©
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Chapter 1: Studying the Past

History and Its Relationship
to Other Disciplines

• Paleography decrypts scriptures and ancient signs to
decipher the information contained therein.

• Paleontology studies fossils of plants, animals, and
living creatures found on the layers of the earth’s crust.

Each chapter includes an activity
for you to develop historical thinking
skills. Through these skills you will
learn to analyze, research, argue,
contextualize, validate, compare,
interpret, synthesize, periodize, and
evaluate the causes and effects of
processes, situations and historical
events.

• Sigillography analyzes the stamps used over time to
validate and authenticate documents.

Practice

Paleographers are responsible
for deciphering ancient writings.

1. Mark with an X the auxiliary science of history that relates to each sentence.
a. Experts are studying the remains of an ancient civilization that were
found recently.
paleography

archaeology

paleontology

Archaeologists study ancient remains.

b. Scientists are trying to decipher cuneiform writing found on clay tablets.

History’s Auxiliary Sciences

I Am Part of History
Compare and Interpret

Compare the types of
sources of information:
primary and secondary.
Explain the similarities and
differences between one
type of source and the
other. Finally, imagine that
you will investigate the
birth of a family member
and prepare two lists of
possible sources for your
research. One list should be
of possible primary sources,
and another should be
comprised of potential
secondary sources.

• Geology studies the composition, structure, and
origin of the Earth. It investigates how planet Earth
was formed, what it’s made of, and the changes it has
experienced.
• Numismatics studies materials and inscriptions on
coins and medals from different eras.

©

The Middle Ages
The Middle Ages
begin with the
fall of the Roman
Empire in 476, until
the encounter
with America in
1492.

This section presents concepts of
geography and their connection to the
study of history and other disciplines.
You will implement the topic presented
through the activities.

Antiquity
During this
period, the first
civilizations
emerge, and
long distance
commerce arises.
Prehistory
It is characterized
by the
appearance of
the first human
beings up until
the invention of
writing.

paleontology

geology

numismatic

sigillography

d. Experts are analyzing coins found during an excavation.
geology

numismatic

sigillography

2. Choose the auxiliary science of history that interests you the most and carry out
further research about it. Then, explain why you find it interesting and how it
complements history.

©
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Chapter 1: Studying the Past

Earth Science

Contemporary Age
This historical period ranges from
the French Revolution in 1789 to
the present day.

Modern Age
This period,
which spans
several centuries,
culminates in the
early 19th century. It
was characterized
by scientific
development.

Earth Science

SANTILLANA

archeology

c. Experts are studying the remains of an ancient civilization that was
found recently.

• Archaeology studies ancient human cultures through
their remains.

16
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paleography

History encompasses a very broad field of study. This is
because you are trying to gather all aspects of human
activity over time. Because of this, it relies on other
sciences that complement it in order to reconstruct
society’s past. These fields of study provide much
knowledge about various historical periods and to
facilitate their study. Let’s take a look at some of them:

Let’s Do It!

1. Answer the following questions:
a. What is chronology?

To facilitate its study,
history is divided into eras
or periods.

Historical Periods

b. What is a reference point?

History is divided into eras or periods that are organized
according to common characteristics. So far, there are
five major periods: Prehistory, Antiquity, the Middle Ages,
the Modern Age and the Contemporary Age. Each one
has particular characteristics that differentiate it from
the others. Ages can begin or end at different times
depending on the region or place being studied. These
periods are divided into others, which you will learn
about later. It is impossible to place each in precise and
absolute dates, but they are helpful in studying history.
It is essential for historians to study the events in the
order that they happened. This order of events is called
chronology. The events can be sorted and represented
on timelines. A timeline is a diagram showing the events
in a given period. The dates of events are measured in
the same distance.

The benchmark event most commonly used as a
reference point for measuring time is the birth of Christ.
In a timeline, the birth of Christ is the year zero. This is why
years are grouped into two periods: before Christ (BC)
and Anno Domini (AD), the current period. The most
distant events of the birth of Christ are placed to the
left, BC, and the more recent events, to the right or after
Christ.

24
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c. What is the reference event most commonly used as a starting point
to measure time?

2. Carry out some research at the library for the dates spanning every historical period
and write them down. Share your answers with your classmates, and discuss
your findings.
a. Prehistory:

b. Antiquity:

c. The Middle Ages:

d. The Modern Age:

e. Contemporary Age:

3. Imagine you are a historian in the future. Compose a brief text that explains the next
historical era. Determine which event marked the beginning and
explain how society has changed since the twenty-first century to the future
that you imagine.

©
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Checking Understanding

At the end of each chapter, you
will find additional activities so you
can review what you have learned.
I Understand includes activities
that allow you to self-evaluate your
progress, reflect on your learning style,
apply your knowledge, and identify
what can be improved.

1

Assessment

Checking Understanding

1. Mark with an X the social science that corresponds to each sentence.
a.

3. Work in a group with three classmates and do the following:
a. Choose a historical event that was witnessed by your parents or grandparents.
Consult your teacher if you have any questions.

studies the relationship between human

beings and their surroundings.
Geography

b.

History

c.

Anthropology

b. Make a list of questions that will allow you to obtain the information you need,
then carry out an interview. Make sure you gather different perspectives about
the same event. Each member of the group must conduct an interview.

Demography

is the study of the production, distribution and
consumption of goods and services.
Politics

c. Individually, carry out research using other sources of information and identify
which type of source was used (direct, indirect, or electronic). Then, have a
group meeting and organize your findings.

Economy

d. Decide if you will present a historical or a collective memory of the selected
event and write it down.

studies the origin and evolution of human
beings, and how they adapt to society.
Anthropology

Politics

e. Finally, prepare a presentation to give in front of the class. Include photographs
or images.

Demography

4. Complete the sentences about the auxiliary sciences of history.
d.

investigates how human processes occur, how
they are organized and how they develop.
Economy

e.

History

a. A scientist that studies fossils for a living works in
.

Geography

b. To study the human remains of ancient cultures we refer to the studies of
.

is the social science that studies the

c. If you want to investigate what our planet is made of or how it was formed,

governance of society.
Politics

Economy

you should consult

History

.

2. Answer:
a. What is the oldest event that you know of in the history of your family?

I Understand

b. How do you benefit from learning more about your family history?

1. Why is it important to study the past?
2. What role does history have in society?
3. What is the importance of consulting reliable sources of information?

26
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Know Your Textbook

Workshop

Civic Education

Civic Education

Social Studies in Action!

This workshop presents an everyday
life situation that poses a problem
that needs solving. Activities include
reflection questions related to the
situation about your ideas and
actions, as well as questions to
guide you in the suggestion of
solutions. Also, the values that you
will work with in each workshop are
identified.

Word Series

• Respect

or descending.

• Tolerance

1

Examples:

• The relationship between the words house, neighborhood, city,
and country is that they all are places where people live. This series’
progression is ascending, because the words are in order from
lowest to highest, according to the size and magnitude of each of
the places.
• In the series: ocean, lake, lagoon, and pond, the relationship is
descending because these are organized from biggest to smallest,
according to the extension of the bodies of water.

Ethical and Democratic Values in the Family

Practice

Coexistence between members of our family gives us the opportunity to develop
values such as responsibility, fairness, and respect. In some families, conflict may

1. Complete the word series. Focus on the order.

arise for many different reasons, such as the distribution of household chores,
differences in taste between parents and children, use of leisure time, etc. To resolve

a. seconds, minutes,

these conflicts, it is important to establish communication, understanding, and
collaboration. Children should not expect their parents or guardians to solve all

b. days,

problems. They are responsible for the welfare of the family; children should lend a
hand and help them.

c. thousand, hundred,

b. sock, sandal, tennis shoe, boot, shoe

1. Is it fair for mom to do all the household chores on her own?

3. Write three word series.

2. What could happen to mom if nobody helps her with chores?

Let’s Do...

1. Which responsibilities do I have at home to help my family?

2. What happens if a member of the family does not comply with his or
her responsibilities?

64
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Workshop
Workshop

4

Social Studies in Action!

Project

Future Citizens

Heat Islands Effects

An card file is where you keep a set of documents in
alphabetical order. This can be an accordion folder or
box. The index cards contain information to be stored or
archived inside the file or box. In this case, you will create
index cards with information about each European
country.

There are small areas that have a particular climate
(microclimate). To refer to urban microclimates,
we usually use the term heat island, since in cities
temperatures can be a few degrees higher than in
rural areas. This is due to several reasons: cement and
asphalt absorb and retain more heat from the sun;
buildings impede air circulation; and there’s more
heat-trapping pollution, among other reasons.

Steps

1. Identify the countries that make up the European
continent.

2. Investigate different sources of information, such as
an atlas, books, and the Internet for the geographical
information of the assigned countries.

Promoting Values

Climate Summits

3. Design a common format for all cards.

1. Read and answer.

4. Place the cards in alphabetical order.

According to most scientists, if significant measures to curb the emission of
greenhouse gases are not taken, it will be very difficult to avoid negative
consequences for our climate. The greenhouse effect is made of gas that
traps heat in the atmosphere, which contributes to global warming. Because of
this, climate summits are being held. Climate summits are meetings in which
most countries from around the world try to reach an agreement on reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. The first major event of this kind was the Kyoto Protocol
in 1997, whose primary objective was the reduction of 5.2% in global emissions
of greenhouse gases between 2008 and 2012. In 2015, the Paris Agreement was
adopted, which entered into force on November 4, 2016. This agreement aims
to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases from developed countries and to
collaborate in the efforts to help societies adapt to climate change.

Final Product

1. Choose an accordion folder or
make one using a box.
Then, organize the
cards inside of it.

Materials
• cards

• folder or box
• scissors

a. What measures are being taken to mitigate the effects of climate change?

• magic markers

b. What have been the latest agreements to curb climate change?

• glue

©
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Connecting Knowledge

Through the Project workshop you
will conduct research on a specific
topic. The activities will direct you
to collect information so you can
reach your own conclusions and
findings.

Social Studies in Action!

Connecting Worlds

Purpose

4

65
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Project

, unit

a. boat, submarine, yacht, canoe

• illustrations

3

, months ,

2. Circle the word that does not belong in the word series.

Let’s Think...

Let’s Make a Card File about European Countries

The purpose of this section is
to integrate Social Studies and
Language Arts. This workshop
provides a brief explanation of
grammatical concepts, spelling,
writing, and vocabulary. It also
includes practice activities.

2

Word series are a set of words that relate to each other. Words in a series may
be ordered according to progression or intensity, which can be ascending

• Friendship

Workshop

2

Language Connection

Social Studies in Action!

Language Connection

Values
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Workshop
Workshop

Workshop: Social Studies in Action!
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67

Future Citizens

In this workshop, you will develop
Social Studies skills while learning to
be better prepared for life through
the practice of values.

This section allows you to evaluate your learning process as you integrate what
you have studied in previous chapters. The activities reinforce the concepts and
fundamental skills presented in each lesson.
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Studying the Past

In this chapter you will learn about how important it
is to study the past. You will review some of the social
sciences and learn about what history is, which disciplines
complement it, and what historians do. You will also study
about the importance of historical research and what the
sources of information are. Finally, you will examine what is
the collective and historical memory of society. Get ready
to explore a new world of knowledge.

Review

1. What do you know about the Social Sciences?
2. Why is it important to know about the past?

3. What should you do when you want to learn more about
the past?

Think About It

1. What is the importance of history to society?
2. Which means are used by historians to explore the past?
3. What are collective memory and historical memory?

10
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Let’s Begin to Study the Past
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1

Human beings coexist.

Citizens of the World
The great cultural diversity
of the world makes way
for varied ways of thinking.
Therefore, we must be
tolerant towards others.
We must respect people,
no matter what their age,
gender, economic status
or social group. By being
tolerant, we avoid conflicts
and can reach peaceful
agreements.

12

The Social Sciences

Humans have always been interested in knowing about
their past in order to relate it to present times. Humans are
social beings and usually live in communities. There is a
set of disciplines that specialize in studying the origin and
development of societies, these are the Social Sciences.
Society consists of groups of people living under a
common order. The ssocial sciences study human
beings in relation to society and its environment. Some
of these disciplines specialize in investigating human
activities and beliefs.
Other disciplines study the social, political and
economic relations of societies. Together, they help
us to understand the relationships between different
human groups and allow us to understand the changes
©
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Chapter 1: Studying the Past
of humankind over time. Furthermore, they promote the
ability to meet the challenges of the present and being
able to prepare for the future. Some of the social sciences
are:

EJ
E
PR M
P
O L
H AR
IB
ID DE
A
SU MU
E
VE S
T
N R
TA A

• Anthropology, which studies human beings in general,
their origins and evolution, their ways of thinking and
their adaptations to society.
• Economy explains how society produces, distributes
and consumes goods and services.
• Politics study the states or governments of societies,
their institutions, administration and organization.
• Demography studies how human populations are
distributed on the planet.

• Geography describes the surface of the Earth and
analyzes the relationships between societies and their
environment.
• History examines how human beings are organized
and how human processes develop over time.

Practice

Anthropology allows us to learn
about different groups of
human beings.

1. Read the following text and then answer the questions.

The Social Science allows us to study the realities of societies so we can better
understand the needs, phenomena and problems of human groups. One of its
major objectives is to help solve these problems through an objective approach.
a. How can the social sciences help solve social problems?

b. What do you think the text refers to when it states that it takes an objective
approach to solve these problems?
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1

You can find valuable information in ancient texts.

History and the Historian

Historians study and interpret the
events of the past.

The statue of Roman senator
and historian Tacitus.

14

History is the science that studies the facts and processes
by which societies go through as time goes by. It also
studies the past to discover how the modern world came
to be. The word history comes from the Ancient Greek
and means inquiry or investigation. This discipline studies
particular facts, as well as extensive processes of change
in society. To understand a historical fact, it must be
related to its context; in other words, it must be related to
other historical events as well as the political, economic
and social situations of the moment when it’s
taking place.
All human beings are protagonists of history, and
historians are those who interpret facts and make them
understandable to the rest of society. They identify the
causes that gave rise to these events as well as their
consequences. Historians also investigate, gather
information, organize it and determine whether the
data is accurate and reliable. A very important task that
historians perform is to sort events by date. To do this, they
use chronology, which is a science used to determine
the dates of historical events.

©

SANTILLANA

Chapter 1: Studying the Past

EJ
E
PR M
P
O L
H AR
IB
ID DE
A
SU MU
E
VE S
T
N R
TA A

To choose the most important historical events, historians
take note of important changes in society. They also try
to reconstruct history as closely as possible in regards to
how events happened. One of their main objectives is to
interpret the data in order for the rest of society to know
more about the past and present. Their interpretation can
be objective or subjective. An objective interpretation
involves taking all factors into account, including
testimonials and facts, even if these do not agree with

each other. A subjective interpretation relates a particular
viewpoint of the historian; that is, their own interpretation,
and is subject to their own values and beliefs.

Practice

Studying the history of clothing in
society allows us to learn about
the historical period to which
they belong, including customs,
practices, social classes, and
the general environment.

1. Answer:

a. Why is it important to study history?

b. What is the relationship between history and historians?

2. Read the following paragraph, then complete the timeline.

A timeline is very important for chronology as a science tool. It serves to locate and
order the events of a period or time. Create a timeline about your personal history.
Include five important facts of your life thus far.
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History and Its Relationship
to Other Disciplines
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Archeologists study ancient remains.

History’s Auxiliary Sciences

I Am Part of History
Compare and Interpret

Compare the types of
sources of information:
primary and secondary.
Explain the similarities and
differences between one
type of source and the
other. Finally, imagine that
you will investigate the
birth of a family member
and prepare two lists of
possible sources for your
research. One list should be
of possible primary sources,
and another should be
comprised of potential
secondary sources.
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History encompasses a very broad field of study. This is
because you are trying to gather all aspects of human
activity over time. Because of this, it relies on other
sciences that complement it in order to reconstruct
society’s past. These fields of study provide much
knowledge about various historical periods and to
facilitate their study. Let’s take a look at some of them:
• Archeology studies ancient human cultures through
their remains.
• Geology studies the composition, structure, and
origin of the Earth. It investigates how planet Earth
was formed, what it’s made of, and the changes it has
experienced.
• Numismatics studies materials and inscriptions on
coins and medals from different eras.
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• Paleography decrypts scriptures and ancient signs to
decipher the information contained therein.
• Paleontology studies fossils of plants, animals, and
living creatures found on the layers of the Earth’s crust.
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• Sigillography analyzes the stamps used over time to
validate and authenticate documents.

Practice

Paleographers are responsible
for deciphering ancient writings.

1. Mark with an X the auxiliary science of history that relates to each sentence.
a. Experts are studying the remains of an ancient civilization that were
found recently.
paleography

archeology

paleontology

b. Scientists are trying to decipher cuneiform writing found on clay tablets.
paleography

archeology

paleontology

c. Experts are studying the remains of an ancient civilization that was
found recently.
geology

numismatic

sigillography

d. Experts are analyzing coins found during an excavation.
geology

numismatic

sigillography

2. Choose the auxiliary science of history that interests you the most and carry out
further research about it. Then, explain why you find it interesting and how it
complements history.
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Historical Research
Investigating and Presenting
Research Findings
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You have learned that historians investigate the causes
that determine changes in society. To investigate is to
study and research a topic, fact or event to increase your
knowledge about it. It is also discovering new knowledge
from prior established knowledge.

Library

In the different disciplines of history, experts investigate
in places such as libraries, museums or archaeological
sites. Research should follow steps that enable acquiring
new knowledge. Historians use methods that allow them
to propose, develop, and validate the findings of their
investigations.
• First, the researcher defines the fact that he or she will
research from a hypothesis or series of questions, such
as: why, how, when, and where, among others.

• Then, he or she collects, sorts, and classifies all written
information required to answer their questions. You will
learn in detail how this is done in the upcoming pages.
• Finally, the researcher interprets and analyzes the
findings to answer the questions that arose and
reaches his or her own conclusions.

Archeological site
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Generally, historians publish their findings on research
reports, journal articles, and books, among other means.
In these writings, they present data, sources consulted,
and the results of their research. The text should be neat,
clear and precise, and it should include an introduction,
body and conclusion.
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It is vital to include details such as when and where the
research took place, and which were the sources of
information, among other requirements. Both historical
research and the publication of findings are an excellent
method of disseminating information and improving the
knowledge on the subject investigated.
Which historical topic would you like to investigate?
Which sources would you use?

Museum of Art in Ponce,
Puerto Rico

Practice

1. Imagine you need to do historical research about Puerto Rico.
a. Which would be the topic of your investigation?

b. Why did you choose that topic?

c. What is your hypothesis?

d. What resources are you going to use to gather information?

2. Name three characteristics that a historical researcher should have to use to
present their findings effectively.
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Archeological findings help
reconstruct the past.

Ancient remnants are sources of information.

Primary, Secondary and
Electronic Sources

In order for historians to carry out their work, they need
sources of information. Sources of information are the
means by which researchers obtain necessary data
for their studies. They can be classified as primary or
secondary.
Primary sources provide direct information about the
subject under investigation, and are the main sources
that historians use. In addition, they include:
• oral tradition: information that is transmitted from
generation to generation, such as testimonials, stories,
legends, myths, songs, and sayings, among others.
• written sources or documents: written information is
contained in ancient manuscripts, newspapers, reports,
letters, diaries, official documents, and biographies,
among others.
• material remains: these are considered primary
sources of object information; for example, works of art,
monuments, buildings, coins, stamps, tombs, maps and
tools, among others.

Photographs give us information
about the past.

20
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• information obtained from audiovisual media: music,
films, photographs, recordings, computers and more.
They can also be sources of primary information.
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Secondary or indirect sources are comprised of
information that has already been processed by other
researchers. Although these sources are easier to
find, in many cases they are based on the opinions or
interpretations of their author. Some examples of these
types of sources are the research of other historians,

textbooks, encyclopedias, journals, reviews, and statistics,
among others.
Finally, electronic sources, such as those found on
the Internet, have emerged thanks to technological
advances. However, we must be very careful with the
data found on the Internet and verify that it is, in fact,
trustworthy. Developing critical attitudes that allow
choosing the best options are part of a responsible
research process.

Audiovisual media is also a
source of information.

Practice

1. Get together with a classmate. Imagine that you are assigned research about
emigration from Puerto Rico. Your teammate proposes the use of information from
an unreliable website on the Internet. Answer:
a. Do you think it is appropriate to write a report based on unreliable information?

b. What are the positive and negative aspects of using only electronic sources in
an investigation?
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Historical memory presents the
point of view of the leaders of
the time.

Historical Memory and
Collective Memory

In a historical context, the concept of memory can
be defined as a narrative of events made in order to
disclose part of history. It recounts the experiences of
a person who has witnessed a particular moment in
history. Memory can be seen as part of oral sources of
information, but it can also be found in written memoirs.
These are testimonials of people who lived through
an event directly, and allow society to increase their
knowledge about the past. In the late nineteenth century,
researchers began to study collective memory and
historical memory as part of history.

22
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Collective memory is the memory of a group of people
who share the same time, space and language, among
other features. It expresses the point of view of a group or
community and can be transmitted from generation
to generation.
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Historical memory is an account of historical events
from a political or legal approach. It is important to note
that the point of view of political, social and community
leaders is essential to know both ancient history, as well
as the most recent.

The monuments that highlight
the history of a place are part of
our collective memory.

Practice

1. Write T if the sentence is true or F if it is false.
a.

In a historical context, memory refers to the ability to remember the past.

b.

Historical memory is a narrative that always has to be written
to be reliable.

c.

Collective memory is the memory of a group of people who have the
same political beliefs.

d.

Historical memory must have a political or legal approach.

2. Choose the appropriate word to complete each sentence.
memory

a.

collective memory

historical memory

takes into account the point of view of various

leaders of society.
b. A
narrates the experiences of a person who
has witnessed a particular moment in history are narrated.
c.
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can be transmitted from generation to
generation and represents the point of view of a group of people.
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Earth Science
Contemporary Era
This historical period ranges from
the French Revolution in 1789 to
the present day.
To facilitate its study,
history is divided into eras
or periods.
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Modern Era
This period,
which spans
several centuries,
culminated in the
early 19th century. It
was characterized
by scientific
development.
The Middle Ages
Began with the
fall of the Roman
Empire in 476, until
the encounter
with America in
1492.

Antiquity
During this
period, the first
civilizations
emerged, and
long distance
commerce arose.
Prehistory
It is characterized
by the
appearance of
the first human
beings up until
the invention of
writing.
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Historical Periods

History is divided into eras or periods that are organized
according to common characteristics. So far, there
are five major periods: Prehistory, Antiquity, the Middle
Ages, the Modern Era and the Contemporary Era. Each
one has particular characteristics that differentiate it
from the others. Eras can begin or end at different times
depending on the region or place being studied. These
periods are divided into others, which you will learn
about later. It is impossible to place each in precise and
absolute dates, but they are helpful in studying history.
It is essential for historians to study the events in the
order that they happened. This order of events is called
chronology. The events can be sorted and represented
on timelines. A timeline is a diagram showing the events
in a given period. The dates of events are measured in
the same distance.
The benchmark event most commonly used as a
reference point for measuring time is the birth of Christ.
In a timeline, the birth of Christ is the year zero. This is why
years are grouped into two periods: before Christ (BC)
and Anno Domini (AD), the current period. The most
distant events of the birth of Christ are placed to the left,
BC, and the more recent events, to the right or “after the
birth Christ”.
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Let’s Do It!
1. Answer the following questions:
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a. What is a chronology?

b. What is a reference point?

c. What is the reference event most commonly used as a starting point
to measure time?

2. Carry out some research at the library for the dates spanning every historical period
and write them down. Share your answers with your classmates, and discuss
your findings.
a. Prehistory:

b. Antiquity:

c. The Middle Ages:
d. The Modern Era:

e. Contemporary Era:

3. Imagine you are a historian in the future. Compose a brief text that explains the next
historical era. Determine which event marked the beginning and
explain how society has changed since the twenty-first century to the future
that you imagine.
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Checking Understanding
1. Mark with an X the Social Science that corresponds to each sentence.
a.

studies the relationship between human
beings and their surroundings.
Anthropology

Demography
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Geography
b.

is the study of the production, distribution and
consumption of goods and services.
History

c.

Economy

studies the origin and evolution of human
beings, and how they adapt to society.
Anthropology

d.

Politics

Politics

Demography

investigates how human processes occur, how
they are organized and how they develop.
Economy

e.

History

Geography

is the social science that studies a place’s

government.
Politics

Economy

History

2. Answer:

a. What is the oldest event that you know of in the history of your family?

b. How do you benefit from learning more about your family’s history?

26
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Assessment
3. Work in a group with three classmates and do the following:
a. Choose a historical event that was witnessed by your parents or grandparents.
Consult your teacher if you have any questions.
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b. Make a list of questions that will allow you to obtain the information you need,
then carry out an interview. Make sure you gather different perspectives about
the same event. Each member of the group must conduct an interview.
c. Individually, carry out research using other sources of information and identify
which type of source was used (primary or secondary). Then, have a group
meeting and organize your findings.
d. Decide if you will present a historical or a collective memory of the selected
event and write it down.
e. Finally, prepare a presentation to give in front of the class. Include photographs
or illustrations.

4. Complete the sentences about the auxiliary sciences of history.
a. A scientist that studies fossils for a living works in
.

b. To study the human remains of ancient cultures we refer to the studies of
.

c. If you want to investigate what our planet is made of or how it was formed,
you should consult a

.

I Understand
1. Why is it important to study the past?
2. What role does history have in society?
3. What is the importance of consulting reliable sources of information?
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