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The Teacher’s Edition of the revised series History and Geography of Santillana offers the methodological
recommendations for the teaching of History, and it is part of the academic project that includes the textbook and the
workbook. This guide includes an Evaluation Program, which consists of a series of worksheets, assessments and
tests that the teacher can administer to students.

Textbook

Workbook

Evaluation Program

Curricular Profile

1

Special Sections

The Modern Age

Language and Historical Thinking: Reading
Ethics

Historical Document: Renaissance Painting:
Las Meninas

Our World: Europe

Topics

The Modern Subject

Modern Politics

Modern Economy

Religion in the Modern Age

Curricular profile

Learning Objectives

Concepts

Modern Age
bourgeoisie

portolan

indulgences

compass rose

Protestant Reformation

Renaissance

mercantilism

predestination

Patronage

absolute monarchies

humanism

modern states

Anglicanism

Carpe diem

city-states

Counter Reformation

Inquisition

Huguenots

heliocentric theory
caravel

heresy

astrolabe

magistrates

•

Understand the changes of the people of the world through cultural diversity, migration, race and social
groups.

•

Examine and compare political institutions governing the world’s collective life.

•

Use concepts such as monarchy, nation state, trade, and mercantilism to explain the historical development
of the people of the world.

•

Recognize historic changes brought about by European contact with cultures in America.

Calvinism

Strategic Thinking
Classify

Skills and Concepts

Extended Thinking

Justify

Evaluate
Judge
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Norman Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Levels
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Study Guide

Textbook
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Language and Historical Thinking

Evaluation Program

69-73
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Evaluation Program
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Exam

Evaluation Program

127-128

Reinforcement Activities

Workbook
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The Modern Age

Closure

1. Discuss the chapter opening
image of Michelangelo’s David. It
is a marble sculpture that represents the biblical story in which
David is about to throw the rock
that will bring down Goliath. In his
left hand he carries a slingshot
and, in the right hand, a rock. It
took three years for Michelangelo
to finish this work. This is one of
the statues that is representative of the Renaissance since it
shows movement, physical beauty
,and the perfection of the human
body. Nowadays it is located in
the Accademia Gallery Museum
in Florence, Italy. The Piazza della
Signoria has a replica that represents the place where it was
located until 1947.

THINK ABOUT IT

zzWhat historical event of great importance for
America marked the beginning of the Modern
Age?

zzWhat do you think about the expeditions carried
out by European nations such as Spain and
Portugal?
zzHow did the artists of the Renaissance
revolutionize art?

zzWhy do so many people today admire the David
by Michelangelo?
zzWhat are the contributions of Renaissance art to
the modern individual?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Understand the changes of the peoples of the

world through cultural diversity, migration, race,
and social groups.

2. Examine and compare political institutions
governing the world’s collective life.

3. Use concepts such as monarchy, nation state,

2. Have students observe the image
of David pages 62 and 63. Allow
students to describe what they
observe and what they believe
this sculpture represents. Develop
conversation about this Renaissance sculpture. Present the
chapter’s topic.

trade, and mercantilism to explain the historical
development of the peoples of the world.

3. Organize a field trip to one of the
museums in Puerto Rico or present a virtual visit to a museum.
Tell students to compare the work
that they observe with the Renaissance art that they have studied.

European contact with cultures in America.

63

Development

Notes

2. Have students to investigate other characters that stood out in the
Renaissance period. Request that they to write a short report about
their findings.

4. Read the study objectives together. Explain and comment the objectives with the students. Motivate students to develop questions about
them.

b. Isaac Newton
c. Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra
d. Rafael Sanzio
e. Galileo Galilei
f. Niccolò Maquiavelli
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3. Divide the class in pairs. Allow them enough time to answer the questions of the Think about it section. Ask for volunteers to present their
answers in front of the class.

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

1. Ask students if anyone knows about Michelangelo Buonarroti. Emphasize that he was one of the most representative characters of the
Renaissance. Show some pictures of his work.

a. Leonardo DaVinci

gruposantillanapr.com

2. Tell students to investigate who
were the main artists of the
Renaissance. Divide the class
in groups. Assign one of these
artists to each group. Ask them
to do a collage with their work
and also to present the class with
biographical information of the
assigned artist.

4. Recognize historic changes brought about by

© SANTILLANA

Notes

66

1. Have students to investigate the
role of women during the Middle
Ages and if it has change or not
current society. Ask them to investigate who were the women that
stood out in culture and politics
(many were from the nobility), and
what opportunities women had
when they were poor.

The Modern Age

Opening

Each chapter includes a curricular profile.
These four pages include: the chapter’s
topics, concepts, standards and expectations, lesson objectives and skills according
to Doctor Norman Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Levels. It also includes the evaluations
aligned to each chapter’s content.

67

Guide’s Content

The textbook is reproduced in the
Teacher’s Edition. All chapters include
recommended instructional activities for
each lesson’s opening, development and
closure phase. These activities aid the
teacher’s methodology in the classroom. It
also includes the answer keys for the Study
Guide and Workshops’ sections.

Educational foundations
Santillana’s History and Geography series is a project designed to strengthen thinking skills and the integration
of social sciences and humanities through the study of the past. The analysis of facts, causes and effects, as well as
the study and interpreation of societies and their culture are embedded in the following educational foundations:
Academic Standards and Expectations

•

Environmental Awareness – Environment

•

Social Studies Skills

•

Civic and Ethic Education – Humanity

•

Historical Thinking Skills

•

World’s Heritage Appreciation – Heritage

•

Technology Integration

•

Depth of Knowledge Levels

•

Multidisciplinary Approach
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•

In these series we have incorporated doctor Norman L. Webb’s pedagogical model: Depth of Knowledge Levels.
This model assigns four levels of knowledge to the educational objectives while considering the content standards and
the assessment. This model also incorporates Bloom’s taxonomy.

Recall

Strategic Thinking

Demonstrates knowledge in the same way or
in a similar manner as the student learned it. In
Bloom’s taxonomy, it is equivalent to Knowledge and
Comprehension levels. In this level, the students
remember facts, terms, concepts or theories. Also, they
recognize or identify specific information in images or
graphics. This level requires that the student identify,
numbers or defines concepts. Usually, the exercises
ask: who?, what?, when?, and how?

Demonstrates knowledge based in complex and
abstract thinking. In Bloom’s taxonomy it is equivalent
to the Analysis stage. This level requires reasoning
based on evidence and a high level of thinking. The
students go beyond explaining or describing how and
why, to justify their approaches with evidence. In this
level students apply concepts to new situations to
solve problems, compare, contrast and propose and
evaluate solutions. Also, they establish connections
between time and space (place) to explain topics and
concepts.

Skills and Concepts

Extended Thinking

Demonstrates knowledge that requires some basic
mental reasoning of ideas, concepts and skills beyond
memorization. In Bloom’s taxonomy it is equivalent
to the Application phase. This level requires that the
student compares and contrast people, places, events
and concepts. It also establishes that information could
be manipulated in some way or another while providing
examples, classifying or describing and interpreting
situations or problems, patterns, reasons or relations
of cause and effect. This level requires to describe or
explain information or results and to answer: how?, and
why?

Extends their knowledge to more broad contexts.
In Bloom’s taxonomy this is equivalent to Synthesis
and Evaluation.
This level incorporates greater methods, like
planning and investigating. In this level, the cognitive
demand is higher and the work, more complex. The
student relates ideas and concepts between disciplines
as product of his cognitive processes. It requires that
the student analyzes and synthesizes information from
multiple sources.

References:
Instituto Nacional para el Desarrollo Curricular (2003). Marco curricular: Programa de Estudios Sociales. Departamento de Educación de Puero Rico.
Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Guide (2009). Career and Technical Education Definitions. http://www.mde.k12.ms.us, http://redesign.rcu.msstate.edu.
Bloom, B., et al. (1956). Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: Handbook I, The cognitive domain. Nueva York, David McKay & Co.
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1. The Modern Age
• The Modern Subject
• Modern Economy

EJ
PR EM
O P
H LA
IB R
ID D
A E
SU M
U
VE E
S
N T
TA R
A
•

Our Planet

•

Prehistory

•

The First Civilizations

•

The Middle Ages

2. The Contemporary Age

62

• Modern Politics

• Religion in the Modern Age

88

3. The Industrial Era

• The Contemporary Age

• The Industrial Revolution Begins

• The Englightened Despotism

• The Industrial Revolution Spreads

• The Revolutionary Era

• The Industrial Revolution’s Phases

• Napoleon Bonaparte

• Consequences of the Industrial Revolution

118

• Capitalism: A New Formula

4. European Supremacy

142

5. The World at War

• European Nationalism

• Before World War I

• Emerging Powers

• The Organization of International Blocs

• Imperial Expansion

• The Outbreak of War

• The Consequences of Imperialism

• War and Industrial Technology

• Imperial Justification

• The Consequences of War
• An Unexpected Consequence: The Russian
Revolution
• The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

174

6. The World in Crisis

202

7. The Cold War
• The World Splits

• The Great Depression Crisis

• Conflicts During the Cold War

• The New Deal: Industry and Society

• The End of the Cold War

EJ
PR EM
O P
H LA
IB R
ID D
A E
SU M
U
VE E
S
N T
TA R
A

• The 1920s

234

• Totalitarianism
• World War II

• The End of World War II

• A Setback to Humanity and Culture

8. Decolonization Processes
in the 20th Century

262

9. The Middle
Middle East:
294
Development and Evolution
• The Middle East: A Geographic and Cultural
Region

• The Road to Decolonization
• India

• Arab and Israeli Conflicts

• The Decolonization of Africa

• The Relationship Between the United States and
the Middle East

• A World Divided

• The Arab Spring

10. The World of the
21st Century
• Politics

• World Economy

• Scientific and Technological Advances
• Social Movements

324

1

The Modern Age

Opening
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1. Discuss the chapter opening
image of Michelangelo’s David. It
is a marble sculpture that represents the biblical story in which
David is about to throw the rock
that will bring down Goliath. In his
left hand he carries a slingshot
and, in the right hand, a rock. It
took three years for Michelangelo
to finish this work. This is one of
the statues that is representative
of the Renaissance since it shows
movement, physical beauty, and
the perfection of the human body.
Nowadays it is located in the
Accademia Gallery Museum in
Florence, Italy. The Piazza della
Signoria has a replica that represents the place where it was
located until 1947.

2. Have students observe the image
of David pages 62 and 63. Allow
students to describe what they
observe and what they believe
this sculpture represents. Develop
Renaisa conversation about this Renaissance sculpture. Present the
chapter’s topic.

Notes

Development

1. Ask students if anyone knows about Michelangelo Buonarroti. Emphasize that he was one of the most representative characters of the
Renaissance. Show some pictures of his work.

a. Leonardo DaVinci
b. Isaac Newton

c. Lucrecia Tornabuoni
d. Sofonisba Anguissola
e. Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra
f. Rafael Sanzio
g. Galileo Galilei
h. Maddalena Casulana
66
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2. Have students investigate other characters that stood out in the Renaissance period. Request that they write a short report about their findings.

1
2

Closure

The Modern Age
THINK ABOUT IT
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zzWhat historical event of great importance for
America marked the beginning of the Modern
Age?

1. Have students to investigate the
role of women during the Middle
Ages and if it has change or not
current society. Ask them to investigate who were the women that
stood out in culture and politics
(many were from the nobility), and
what opportunities women had
when they were poor.

zzWhat do you think about the expeditions carried
out by European nations such as Spain and
Portugal?
zzHow did the artists of the Renaissance
revolutionize art?

zzWhy do so many people today admire the David
by Michelangelo?
zzWhat are the contributions of Renaissance art to
the modern individual?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Understand the changes of the peoples of the

world through cultural diversity, migration, race,
and social groups.

2. Examine and compare political institutions
governing the world’s collective life.

3. Use concepts such as monarchy
monarchy,, nation state
state,

trade, and mercantilism to explain the historical
development of the peoples of the world.

2. Tell students to investigate who
were the main artists of the
Renaissance. Divide the class
in groups. Assign one of these
artists to each group. Ask them
to do a collage with their work
and also to present the class with
biographical information of the
assigned artist.
3. Organize a field trip to one of the
museums in Puerto Rico or prespres
ent a virtual visit to a museum.
Tell students to compare the work
that they observe with the Renaissance art that they have studied.

4. Recognize historic changes brought about by
European contact with cultures in America.

© SANTILLANA
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Notes

i. Niccolò Maquiavelli
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3. Divide the class in pairs. Allow them enough time to answer the ques
questions of the Think about it section. Ask for volunteers to present their
answers in front of the class.
4. Read the Learning Objectives together. Explain and comment the
objectives with the students. Motivate students to develop questions
about them.

67

The Modern Subject

Opening
1. Write the words Modern Age on
the board. Ask:
a. What does Modern Age mean
to you?
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b. What do you think of when you
hear these words?
Then, do the same with the concept of Renaissance.

There are many dates and events used by different historians and
scholars to mark the Modern Age
Age. These include the invention of the
printing press in 1450, the fall of Constantinople in 1453, the developdevelop
ment of the heliocentric theory by Copernicus, Martin Luther’s reforrefor
mation in 1517, the birth of the bourgeoisie, the proposals made by
humanists and Renaissance artists, and the arrival of Columbus in the
Americas in 1492, among others. No matter which one of these events
is used, the truth is that in the late fifteenth century, the way humans
perceived themselves changed.
The figure of God, that used to predominate in the worldview as
the center and hub of the universe, was replaced by that of the huhu
man. The medieval world –dominated by the Catholic Church– had
most people learn and educate themselves through sermons offered
by priests. During the modern age, human beings learned by themselves and relied more on their powers of observation and invention.
From this moment on, technology would mark the future. For example, artisans began to design more appropriate tools for the job.

64

Notes

The Modern Age

gruposantillanapr.com

Development

1. Have students read the subtopic “The Modern Age”, on page 64.
a. What events characterize the beginning of the Modern Age?
b. What was the main change to the customs and way of life that
occurred between the Middle Ages and the Modern Age?
d. Which of two ages, Modern Age or Middle Ages, do you believe we
identify with today? Why?

2. Ask students to write an essay explaining why they think that, during
the Modern Age, God was replaced by the human being as the hub
and center of the universe. In the essay they must show the advantages and disadvantages of this new way of thought. Also, they must
explain whether this view persists today or whether it has transformed
– for better or worse.

68
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c. What changes emerged knowledge-wise?
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The Creation of Adam,
1511 (Michelangelo)

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

2. Ask students to carefully observe
the images on textbook pages
64 and 65. Let them describe
the elements of the composition,
theme, and technique used in the
paintings. Discuss both paintings. Explain: “Both works of art
were painted by Renaissance
artists. The Creation of Adam is
of religious subject matter, while
The Birth of Venus is of secular
subject matter, i.e. not religious,
more earthly. The first painting is
inspired by the biblical story of
creation, while the second represents a Greco-Roman myth about
the birth of Venus, "goddess of
love.” Introduce the topic of the
lesson.
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1. Urge students to discuss how the
female figure was portrayed in
these paintings. Ask students to
compare the image of the Renaissance woman to the ideal of the
modern woman, who appears
on fashion magazines today. Ask
them to investigate the beauty
rituals of Renaissance women.

Navigators created maps and more precise navigation instruments.
Technical advances in navigation, in turn, generated new trade routes.
Thus, a new social class was born: the bourgeoisie, and ancient medieval towns opened their walls.
The fear and superstition that dominated the Middle Ages began to
disappear. A new, modern subject was born, one who believed in culture, science, technology, and merchandise. This subject questioned
papal authority; wanted universal knowledge; sought to change things;
had dreams and tried to achieve them; admired Greek culture and Roman antiquity; and considered himself the center of the universe.

The Birth of Venus, by Florentine artist
Sandro Botticelli, in which the central
figure is the goddess of love, Venus.

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

2. Draw a Venn diagram on the
board with two circles: “Theocen
“Theocentrism” and “Anthropocentrism”.
Encourage students to define and
compare these concepts.
3. Ask students to reflect on how
important education is for under
understanding everything that sur
surrounds us, for knowing each other,
and for learning about oneself.
Clarify that they should write the
reflection in their notebooks and
explain some of the implications of
having a society with low levels of
academic achievement (such as
unemployment, poverty, violence,
crime, etc.). Let them present their
reflections in class.

The Renewal of Art: The Renaissance

A clear expression of the changes taking place in the life and collective consciousness of the people of the Modern Age was the Renaissance. This broad cultural and artistic movement originated in
Italy in the late fourteenth century, but in some places lasted until the
sixteenth century. Its name comes from the idea of renewing
asenewing all aspects of life, and its importance lies in divinity being replaced by huhumanity as the center of the creative impulse.
The simple shapes and harmonious proportions of the Classical
Antiquity inspired the period’s manifestations of painting, architecture,
and sculpture.The evolution of Renaissance art had two phases: the
Quattrocento (1400), which covered the fifteenth century and whose

65

Notes

3. Make a list of characteristics of Renaissance art and discuss how it
sets itself apart from medieval art. Then, encourage them to create
their own Renaissance painting.

4. Have students read subtopic “The Renewal of Art: The Renaissance”,
on pages 65 and 66.

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.
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Closure

69

main center was Florence; and the Cinquecento (1500s), which developed during the sixteenth century, mainly in Rome, where popes
Julius II and Leo X were protectors and supporters of wise men and
artists.
During the second phase the Renaissance spread across several
European countries. Some major Renaissance artists include Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Titian, Raphael Sanzio, Sandro Botticelli,
Leon Battista Alberti, Donattello di Niccolo, Lorenzo Ghiberti, Andrea
del Verrocchio, Masaccio, Fra Angelico, and Piero della Francesca.
Renaissance painting stood out for its use of perspective, a technique that gave depth through light and shadow. The artists took on
the task of painting figures that seemed real within three-dimensional
spaces, as if the viewer were looking through a window.
In almost all Renaissance paintings, the human figure appears as
the center and focal point of the work. Also, with the rise of trade,
the bourgeoisie became the artistic clientele. They commissioned not
only religious works, but also portraits and paintings with mythological
themes.
Unlike the artists of the Middle Ages, who covered up the bodies
they drew, the Renaissance artists retook the naked human body’s
beauty, harmony, and ideal proportions that the ancient Greeks and
Romans developed.
MichelanPainters and sculptors such as Leonardo da Vinci and Michelan
gelo carried out various anatomical studies of the human body. Da
Vinci crafted drawings of muscles, skin, and even internal organs.
Soon, wealthy people who possessed economic means, such as
princes, dukes and the pope himself, began to acquire works made
by these new artists. Some became great patrons of the arts.
proPatronage was financial sponsorship wherein some families pro
vided money to artists with the aim of helping them develop their work.
protectThese families became patrons, that is, powerful people who protect
ed the figures dedicated to the world of literature and art. Some of the
most famous patrons during the Renaissance period were the Medici
family of Florence, protectors of artists like Donatello, Michelangelo
and Brunelleschi; and the Sforza of Milan, who protected Leonardo
da Vinci.

Opening
1. Ask students to complete the following sentences in their notebooks:
a. The Renaissance began in
_________.
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b. Its name comes from
_________.

c. Renaissance art had two
phases: _________ and
_________.

d. Patronage was _________.

2. Ask students to define the following concepts: humanism and
Carpe diem. Briefly explain the
concepts and introduce the topic
of the lesson.

3. Encourage students to look for
information about Leonardo
Da Vinci, including his most
renowned works and inventions of
the time.

66

Notes
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Development

2. Assign the subtopic “Humanism” on page 67. Make sure that each
paragraph is read by a different student. Comment on the most
important aspects of humanism (for example, the relationship between
a philosophical school of thought and Greco-Roman antiquity, and
the link between the emergence of printing and the development of
humanism). Let them take notes.
Spark a debate where the class answers the following question: What
era would you have liked to live in? The Modern Age or the Middle
Ages? Why?

70
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1. Have students look at the image The School of Athens on page 67.
Motivate a student to read the footnote. Explain to them why the ideal
of the Renaissance took inspiration from the great Greek and Roman
thinkers.
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The Vitruvian Man
Man,, by Leonardo
da Vinci, circa 1492, reflects
the Renaissance vision that
places the human being at the
center of the universe.

Renaissance art was nurtured by humanism, a philosophical
movement that originated in Italy during the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries. It proposed the study of Greek and Roman classics as a
means to restore human values.
The essential concern of the humanists was to develop, regardless
of religious life, the human faculties, but without being anti-religious.
Humanists believed deeply in God, but their vocation was to apply

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

Humanism

1. Share the following statement with
your students: The invention of
the printing press contributed to
the spread of knowledge and the
emergence of important movements such as humanism and the
Renaissance
Renaissance..
2. Then, have them point out the five
most important inventions or tech
technological advances of our century.
Encourage group discussion on
the subject. Ask them to write an
essay in which they explain how
the invention they consider the
most important has transformed
the way our society lives.
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what they had learned in this world, not the next. It was considered
important to study all fields of knowledge, especially the liberal arts,
such as grammar, rhetoric, poetry, philosophy, morals, ethics, and
history, specialties that today make up the disciplines of humanities.
The humanists’ favorite slogan was Carpe diem, meaning, “live
every moment of life intensely.” If death was an inevitable event, one
had to live intensely in the present, which is short and fleeting.
One fact that accelerated the spread of knowledge was the invention of printing with movable type, which came about in 1450. Attributed to the German Johannes Gutenberg, this invention allowed the
creation of more than one hundred copies during the same time it
took a medieval monk to copy and illustrate a single book.

The School of Athens, 1509-1510,
by Raphael Sanzio, depicts Plato
and Aristotle in the center. They
represent idealism and realism.

3. Encourage students to reflect on
how today we have easier access
to know, learn, and ask ques
questions about many issues that were
unknown at the time.
Ask:
a. What topics stir up your
curiosity?

The Progress of Scientific Thought

During the Renaissance, intellectuals opposed old ways of thinkthinking. In the seventeenth century, new schools of thought appeared that
pro led to the development of science. Englishman Francis Bacon proclaimed that the most appropriate method of knowing the truth should
rely on data provided by experience. Frenchman Rene Descartes upupheld the idea that everything that does not seem true in the light of
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Closure

3. Encourage students to write a poem, song, or create a booklet in
which they call on the public to live carpe diem. Foster creativity.
Press them to offer a minimum of ten reasons to “live every moment
intensely”. Also, they must propose a minimum of five ways to live
carpe diem today. They can focus their work on specific people, such
as their parents, classmates, neighbors, political leaders, the elderly,
the confined, etc. You can also refer to the public in general. Let them
show their work in class.
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Heliocentric model
of the universe, as
proposed by Nicolaus
Copernicus in 1543.

Opening
1. Ask students to define the heliocentric theory based on the topic’s
reading material.

Strategic Thinking

Classify

Make a table of the characteristics of the Middle and Modern Ages. Contrast them.
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Notes
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Development

2. Divide the class into four groups. Assign each group one of the thinkers and philosophers of this time period: Francis Bacon, Rene Descartes, Copernicus, and Galileo Galilei. Tell students to research their
biographies and theories. Then, the groups will present their findings
in class.
3. Ask students to carry out the activity on page 68 and discuss their
answers. Then, ask that they draw a single chart with the information
of every student on the board.
4. Run a brainstorming exercise on the board for students to demonstrate what they remember about the European exploration voyages.

72
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1. Split the class up in pairs. Have them read subtopic “The Advance of
Scientific Thought”, on page 68. Ask them to organize the information
using an outline, a summary, or a concept map.
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reason should be considered as doubtful. Descartes’ and Bacon’s
contributions allowed for experimentation and testing to become the
fundamental criteria of scientific research at the time. One of the most
assignificant discoveries of the modern era took place in the field of as
tronomy. The prominent Polish scientist Nicolaus Copernicus and the
Florentine Galileo Galillei changed the way humans saw themselves in
regards to the universe and God. On one side, Copernicus proposed
the heliocentric theory in 1543, which postulated that the Earth and
the planets revolved around the sun. Until then it was believed that the
Earth was the center of the universe and that the sun revolved around
it. Moreover, Galileo Galilei built a telescope that allowed him to test
Copernicus’ theory. The Catholic Church criticized and rejected this
new conception of the universe. In fact, Galileo was persecuted and
had to recant before ecclesiasticl authority.
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2. Show a chart or video about the
geocentric theory that prevailed
before Copernicus presented his
heliocentric theory. Ask students
to explain why they believe the
geocentric theory surfaced. Ask
that they explore how Copernicus
reached his conclusion that the
Earth was not the center of the
universe.

Closure
1. Encourage students to think about
something they have always
dreamed of inventing, or of somewhere they have always wished to
explore (for example, to teleport to
another country, to visit the past,
to record their dreams, etc.). Ask
that they develop a theory to fulfill
adventheir idea or plan for great adven
inventure. Have them draft their inven
tion or sketch the map of their
trip. Talk to them about what they
should do or study to become
inventors or scientists.
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The Age of Exploration

Observations and advances in astronomy, as well as other technical inventions, favored an increase in navigation. Until the fourteenth
century, European sailors ventured alone to travel the inland seas
of Europe and perhaps to skirt the Atlantic. However, in the fifteenth
century, having completed its internal expansion and with its accumulated technical and scientific knowledge, Europe sought to find
and conquer other worlds.
The first great navigators were the Portuguese. They developed a
new type of vessel called the caravel, which was very useful for this
initial phase of exploration, as it made high seas navigation easier
and could carry a crew of up to twenty people.
The caravel combined square sails for speed with triangular sails
for maneuvering. This allowed it to harness the power of the wind to
advance its trajectory.
On the other hand, the astrolabe,, designed in the tenth century
by the Arabs, allowed people to determine the location of the North
Star above the horizon and thus calculate the ship’s latitude during a
journey.
Atlases and portolan charts also proved crucial. The portolan chart
was a map showing types of ports connected together by lines that fafacilitated identifying the direction of prevailing winds. They also included

Since the caravel did not rely on
rowers, it had space to store enough
food to stay out at sea for a longer time.

Historiographic
Reference
Towards the East

The birth of the idea that Europeans
could get around Africa to reach
the East cannot be traced to any
specific date. [ ... ] The difficulties of
such a voyage did not necessarily
seem insurmountable for sailors of
that time [ ... ] Those who sought to
sail around Africa to India had to be
ignorant of the Ptolemaic belief that
land enclosed the Indian Ocean or
were willing to challenge that idea.
Bailey Wallys Diffie and George D.
Winius, Foundations of the Portuguese Empire, 1415-1580,
1415-1580, (1977)

2. Tell students to imagine they were
a part of the explorations along
alongside Columbus. Then, ask them
the following:
a. What would be your role in this
exploration?
b. How do you imagine living
together in that great boat?
c. Do you think arguments took
place between them?
d. Can you imagine finally
reaching land?
e. What would be the first thing
that you’d do?

69

Notes

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

Modern Economy
Titulo

5. Hand out the following excerpt from Christopher Columbus’ letter to
the Catholic Monarchs on Thursday, October 11, 2015. “The land
of which they would be two leagues from appeared at two o'clock
after midnight… They reached a small island of the Lucayos, as they
were called in the Indian language Guanahani. Then came the naked
people, and the Admiral went ashore in the armed boat… Which then
came into the boats of the ships we were in, swimming, and they
brought us parrot and cotton thread in balls, and spears, and many
other things, and they exchanged them for other things that we gave
them, like glass beads and rattles. In short, they took and gave everything of which they had in good will”.
6. Tell students to express what their reaction would have been after this
meeting. Ask that they provide specific examples, and for them to
dramatize it.

73

1. Ask students to fill in a concept
map with the theme “The Age
of Discovery”. Discuss their
answers.
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2. Have students observe the map
on page 71 of their textbooks and
tell them to make a diagram with
both the positive and negative
aspects of these explorations.
Also, ask them to make a list
of articles they would consider
essential on their voyage and
explain why.
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Notes
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Development

1. Show a map of Europe and point to where Constantinople was
located. Explain the importance of this city during its time. Ask:
a. How did the Fall of Constantinople take place?
b. Why did Europeans need new routes to Asia?

2. Ask them to answer the following questions in their notebooks:
a. What where the major inventions of this time period in regards to
navigation?
b. How did these inventions help Europeans reach other parts of the
world?
c. What European countries explored and colonized American territory?
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c. What was the Treaty of Tordesillas?
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Opening
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the features of the coast, rivers, bays, and even the possibility of facing
various obstacles as they traveled along the route.
Another development that helped forward navigation-related processes was the perfection of other tools, such as the magnetic compass, to which the compass rose was added. The compass rose is a
drawing that marked the cardinal points.
Due to these instruments, sailors no longer depended on clear
skies to get their bearings.
Along with these favorable advances to seafarers, a historical
event prompted further interest in exploring beyond the known maritime horizons. This event was the conquest of Constantinople by the
Turks in 1453.
With this conquest, the land route used to gain access to the East
was interrupted. This land route was essential because the European
went to the East to buy products that were important to everyday life,
such as spices. Therefore, it was imperative to find new travel routes.
The Portuguese carried out the first expeditions for this purpose. They
managed to skirt the west coast of the African continent, southbound.
While Portuguese sailors were traveling along these coasts under
the protection of the Crown and of Prince Henry the Navigator, they
also began to establish factories (commercial establishments) along
the African coast.
With each factory, they penetrated into the continent’s interior in
search of gold and people to enslave. During these expeditions, Portuguese sailors managed to reach India by traveling east.
While Portugal favored these expeditions along the African coast,
other sailors harbored the idea that the Earth was round, and that
they could reach the East if they sailed westward. One such man was
Christopher Columbus.
Columbus tried to convince the king of Portugal to finance his project, but he did not succeed. He then went to Castile, in Spain, where
he obtained the necessary financial support from the Catholic Monarchs. Although his calculations were not completely accurate, while
searching for India, Columbus found another continent. He arrived at
America in 1492.
Columbus’ voyages, carried out between 1492 and 1502, paved
the way for the emergence of new expeditions.
In 1520, a Spanish expedition led by Fernando de Magallanes
crossed the strait that today bears his name, and continued traveling
through the Pacific Ocean. After his death in the Philippines, Juan
Sebastian Elcano completed the first trip around the world. This was
accomplished after nearly three years of travel.
As a result of these expeditions, Spain and Portugal created two
huge empires in America. To determine the overseas dominions each
possessed, both countries agreed to establish the Treaty of Tordesillas.

North
Sea

Closure

Mediterranean
Sea

1. Ask students to identify in a map
of America the territories occupied by the various European
countries. They should consult a
historical atlas or the Internet for
this activity.

Atlantic Ocean
Spain

North America

Azores

Lisbon
Palos
Cadiz

Madeira
Canary
Islands

Florida
Cuba

Africa

Puerto Rico

Hispaniola

Caribbean sea

Trinidad
and Tobago

Green Cape
Islands

South America
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2. Divide students into three groups.
Have one group represent Spain
and the other represent Portugal.
Both groups should talk amicably
and suggest different ways to dis
distribute American land. Clarify that
the third group will be the referee
during the discussion. At the end,
its members will meet and decide
which of the treaties will be fol
followed.
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Mexican
Gulf

The new treaty determined that Portugal was entitled to the lands in
Africa and Asia, as well as Brazil. Meanwhile, Spain established that
most American soil, as well as the Philippines, were under its authority.
Other European nations also made expeditions and conquests.
The Dutch stormed the Spanish colonies in the West Indies, settling
in the Lesser Antilles (Curaçao) and in parts of Brazil, from which
they were expelled. Finally, they entered the Portuguese Empire and
settled in Guyana.
The British formed colonies on the east coast of North America.
Their domination was also felt in some Caribbean islands.
The French also established colonies in North America. As a result, European economic activity shifted from the Mediterranean to
the Atlantic. This caused the decline of Mediterranean ports and the
flourishing of Atlantic ports, such as Seville, Lisbon, and London.

After the success of his first
voyage, Columbus made three
more: in 1493,1498 and 1502.
During his third trip, he finally
reached the continent’s shores.

3. Have students look into the
leaders of Portugal, France, and
England’s voyages. Each student
must choose one of these leaders
and look for further information
on his life and accomplishments.
They should wrap up their report
with images of these Europeans
lives and explorations.

Mercantilism

The colonization of America changed Europe’s economic landscape. Gold and silver that Spain brought from their colonies circulated
throughout the Old World.
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Notes

d. Which country managed to establish the greatest empire of the
region? Why?

e. What do you think was the importance of these these voyages of
exploration and geographical discovery?
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First expedition 1492-93
Second expedition 1493-96
Third expedition 1493-96
Fourth expedition 1493-96

3. Tell students to write a story about the first and second voyages of
Christopher Columbus. Make clear that they will be using the infor
information from the topic’s text and map. The story must include a short
discussion on the relationship between the spirit of the Renaissance,
the technical advances, and the voyages.
4. Start a discussion based on the following question: When talking
about Columbus’ historical achievement, is it more accurate to say
that it was a discovery or an encounter? Why?
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Opening
1. Have students carefully look at the
images on pages 72 and 73. Ask
that they read the footnotes. Then,
ask:
a. What social classes are exhibited in both images?

EJ
PR EM
O P
H LA
IB R
ID D
A E
SU M
U
VE E
S
N T
TA R
A

b. What elements can be seen
that represent the richness of
the bourgeoisie?

c. How do you think the bourgeoisie managed to amass such
riches?

The Rise of the Bourgeoisie

The bourgeoisie came along with the development of medieval
cities, and prospered economically until they eventually outdid the
worknobles. Composed of merchants, bankers, and owners of craft work
shops, this new social class was wielding the most money in Europe.
The bourgeoisie demanded greater freedom in the development of
their economic activities and received the support and protection of
monarchs who sought to strengthen their authority over the nobility.
So members of the bourgeoisie were elected to fulfill important
government functions, especially those related to the administration
of finances.
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Notes

The accumulation of precious metals increased trade and laid the
groundwork for the emergence of a new economic system known as
mercantilism. For absolute monarchs, mercantilism was an instrument to control the economy of nations.
Within mercantilism, the wealth of a country depended on the
amount of accumulated precious metals. It is from this accumulation
that each country imposed rates and established business with other
countries.
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Development

1. Have students read subtopic “Mercantilism”, on page 72. Ask that
they explain what mercantilism is and how it manifested itself in
Europe.
Ask:
2. Have students read subtopic “The Rise of The Bourgeoisie”. Encourage them to make an outline that includes the reasoning behind the
bourgeoisie’s growth, those who belonged to it, what their relation to
the arts was, and their chief economical activities.
3. Ask students to draw a comparative table on the board where they
can compare the economical activities of the bourgeoisie with those of
industries today.
a. Who belongs to the upper class today? How can you make this
distinction?
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a. How did mercantilism influence the development of capitalism?
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3. Make a matching exercise with
the following terms and their definitions: bourgeoisie, capitalism,
mercantilism, the textile industry,
mining, banking and cooperatives. Hand out the match sheet
and ask students to complete the
exercise.

This sumptuous Renaissance
residence, commissioned by Cosimo
de Medici, had to reflect the growing
power of this family of bankers.
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2. Let students briefly review the
feudal economic system and what
it has in common with capitalism’s.

The Magi chapel on the first floor of
the palace of the Medici Riccardi
family, known for the series of murals
painted by Benozzo Gozzoli.

1. Remind the class that the disappearance of the Taíno population
in our archipelago was largely
due to the harsh work they were
submitted to, such as removing
gold from rivers.
Ask:

EJ
PR EM
O P
H LA
IB R
ID D
A E
SU M
U
VE E
S
N T
TA R
A

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

Closure

Evaluate

Heritage

Palazzo Médici Riccardi

The Medici Riccardi Palace, one of
the most important of Florence, is an
example of the birth of the Renaissance style. It was designed by
Michelozzo and built between 1444
and 1460. On the first floor is the
Magi Chapel, where the sky is rerepresented by wood covered in gold.
GiorAlso, its Hall of Mirrors, or Luca Giordano, and the Riccardiana library
are considered the most complete
paand best preserved in Italy. The pa
lace belonged to the Medici until the
seventeenth century. Today it is the
seat of the Provincial Council.

Extended Thinking

Study the effects on society of the economic prosperity of the bourgeoisie. Then, share your viewpoint on whether
or not these effects were brief or permanent.

a. Can you establish any relation
relationship between the disappear
disappearance of Taínos and the ideas
mercantilism stood for?

2. Ask students whether they agree
or not with the following idea, and
to explain why: “Although the
bourgeoisie surfaced in the mid
middle ages, we can say their social
climb represented the death of the
medieval economic system”.
3. Have students look for information
about the thirty-three miners that
were trapped inside the San José
mine, in Chile, on August 2010 for
seventy days. Ask that they investigate the number of accidents
related to mining and the social
situation of miners today. Find out
what their opinions on the matter
are.
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Notes

b. What is the percentage of people that belong to the middle class on
the island?

c. What is the percentage of people who pay tax returns on the
island? Why do you think that number is so little? What do you think
about this?
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This power enabled them to buy titles, lend money, and fund an
army. The bourgeois families, such as the Medici of Florence and
the Fugger of Augsburg, had many servants and were surrounded
by the best artists of the time. These families paid their art studies.
The main economic activities that generated the most revenue
for the bourgeoisie during this period were the textile, mining, and
banking industries.
In the fifteenth century, linen, silk, and wool fabrics were the most
commonly bought, but craftsmanship was slow and merchants
wanted to expedite it. Thus, the bourgeoisie set out to purchase machinery and raw material so that artisans had enough materials to
increase their production. To achieve this, they ignored the medieval
guilds, set up their own workshops, and hired a group of artisans
under the agreement that they would produce merchandise quickly
in exchange for a salary.
These workshops transformed the way people worked, as well as
artisans’ lives.
When the silver mines in Germany and Hungary began to be exploited, mining was developed and became important on the European continent.
At first, as it developed, mining was directed by cooperatives
made up of miners who worked together and divided their earnings.
However, as demand for metals increased, the acquisition of modern
machinery became necessary to expedite work in the mines.
Only the great merchants could buy these machines, so mines
became the property of the bourgeoisie, and miners remained as
salaried workers.
The bourgeoisie accumulated large sums of money. They would
then become bankers, due to their riches, and they welcomed nobles. The bourgeoisie bankers granted loans that would support the
nobles’ lavish lifestyles, their armies, and government officials.
Each loan was granted on the basis of interest, that is, with a
guarantee that the noble would pay back the total debt with an additional sum.
The concept of paying interest further enriched the powerful bourgeoise families of the time, like the Medicis and the Fuggers.

d. What is social inequality? Why do you think it exists?

4. Ask students to carry out the activity. Start a discussion based on
student feedback.

5. Read section “Heritage” together. Tell students to look for images of
the Palazzo Medici Riccardi on the web or in the school library. Try to
find a video that offers a virtual tour of the palace. Ask that they look
for images of other Renaissance styled palaces.
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Modern Politics

Opening
1. Make a matching exercise with
the following terms and have
students complete it: national
unification, national state, capital,
officials, and diplomats.
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2. Ask students to look for the word
absolute in the dictionary. Then,
ask:
a. What are the implications of
having absolute power?

German Empire

Milan

d. What countries have given
absolute power to their heads
of state today?

Ottoman
Empire

Venice

Istria

Ferrara
Genoa Mantua
Modena
Florence

Siena

Corsica

Da

lma

Papal
States

tia

Adriatic Sea

Rome

Tyrrhenian Sea

Naples

Sardinia

Sicily

Mediterranean Sea

During the Renaissance, the cities
of Rome, Venice, and Florence
became centers of cultural activity.
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Notes

European Monarchies

During the first half of the fifteenth century, European states were still
fragmented, just as they were during the previous century. However,
since the second half of that century, power was concentrated in monmon
archies. Between the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries, the absolute
monarchies of Europe, a type of government in which the monarch or
king controlled all branches of power, developed. These monarchies
were characterized by the absence of institutions to limit the power of
rulers, thus parliaments, assemblies, and courts failed to meet.
sovThis new form of government was based on the theory that the sov
ereign received power directly from God. Renaissance monarchs relied
on different strategies to consolidate and expand their power. They crecre
ated a bureaucracy, that is, a group of people who were responsible for
the tasks of administration and tax collection. They recruited a standing
army that maintained the king’s authority and strengthened his prestige
over other territories. They also developed a stable diplomacy that de
defended their interests with neighboring countries, and extended territories
through marriages and wars. Due to the king’s interest in concentrating
all power in his person, the modern states began to emerge in Europe.
This term refers to a country with well-defined boundaries, a single
government, and a shared sense of cultural identification among its
inhabitants. European monarchies began to acquire a national character when they imposed an official language and a sole legislation.
A city-state was a town that had its own institutions of government and
economic independence. The modern state had its genesis in Italian
city-states such as Florence, Venice, and Milan. The Italian peninsula
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Development

2. Show the class a table entitled “The Middle Ages’ Most Prominent
Absolute Monarchies”.
Tell students they will be completing this table as the chapter’s lessons
progress. The table should include the following information:
The Middle Ages’ Most Prominent Absolute Monarchies
French Monarchy

British Monarchy

Spanish Monarchy

a. The most important facts from each monarchy’s consolidation
process
78
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1. Have students read subtopic “Absolute Monarchies”. Tell them to
brainstorm with the concept of absolute monarchy in mind. Point out
that they must add main features from this type of government around
the concept. Let them share their work in class. Encourage group
discussion.
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c. What are the possible dangers
of having a ruler speaking in
the name of God?

The architecture of the palaces
and castles built during the
Renaissance represented the
greatness and power of its owner.
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b. Do you believe absolute power
is needed to attain a peaceful
and thriving society? Why?

Closure

was divided into powerful cities that fought each other constantly, in
order to expand their borders. The three most outstanding absolute
monarchies of Europe were: Louis XIV of France; Henry VII of England;
and the Catholic Monarchs of Spain.

1. Read the section “Environment”
together. Tell students to make a
drawing with the lesson's main
topic. Also, tell them to look into
the environmental repercussions
of the Gulf War and the Iraq War.

Rise of the French Monarchy

The Hundred Years’ War also had catastrophic results for England’s
economy. However, the end of the war did not bring about a period of
peace, but an internal confrontation between two noble families over the
succession to the throne. King Henry VI suffered from serious mental
disorders, so the monarch was perceived as weak and incapable of
running the country. This led to the outbreak of civil war in 1455, a war
known as the War of the Roses. In this conflict, the two families claiming
the crown faced off: the House of Lancaster, whose symbol was a red
rose, and the House of York, which had a white rose as its emblem. The
winner of this war was Henry Tudor, from the ducal house of Lancaster,
who became Henry VII of England and ruled from 1485 to 1509.
The new king strengthened his position, and that of the country, by
marrying Elizabeth of York, who aspired to the throne via the House of
York. In this way, the two houses fighting for the throne were brought
together. During this new reign, parliamentary representation was
convened barely half a dozen times, and always remained under the

The Sun King, Louis XIV of France,
was the most emblematic figure
of absolute monarchy. During his
reign he had many ministers.

Environment

Environmental Effects of the
Monarchical Wars

One way the environment further
deteriorates is through war. The first
direct effect on the environment
is the inability to use land areas
that, in principle, could be devoted
to growing and harvesting food.
Around the year 300 BC, an army of
one hundred thousand men occupied a square kilometer. But in 1700,
the same army would require twenty
square kilometers of land. The
presence of armed forces destroyed
natural vegetation. These soils were
eroded by their weapons, which led
to flooding.

3. According to the text, absolute
monarchies were based on the
theory that the sovereign was
directly receiving the power of
God. Ask students to explain why
they believe that - despite the fact
that, during the Renaissance, the
notion of God was displaced from
the center of the universe - mon
monarchies continued to thrive without
institutions limiting the power of
monarchs, who were said to be
chosen by God.
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b. The key traits of each monarchy

c. The name of the monarch that most influenced the consolidation
process.
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The English Monarchy
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2. Urge students to seek more infor
information about King Louis the 14th
of France. Ask that they describe
the qualities of his reign, why he
made the phrase "I am the State"
famous, and why he was known
as the Sun King.
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By 1453, the Hundred Years’ War between France and England was
over. This war was caused by the British Crown’s claim over Frenchoccupied territories. This long conflict, which ended with England’s
withdrawal, left France practically deserted, with scorched farmland
and completely ruined trade. However, it led to the emergence of a
French nationalist sentiment against the common enemy. Several monarchs took advantage of this national feeling and the need to unite for
defense, to unify the territory, and establish their power. One of the
clearest examples of absolute monarchy in France was the reign of
Louis XIV. This monarch inherited the French throne in 1643 and ruled
until 1715. Louis XIV was installed in the palace of Versailles, where he
lived with his nobles and their servants.
He established a secret police informing him of any attempt to rise
up against him. Versailles also became the main cultural center, as
the most outstanding architects, sculptors, and painters of the time left
their creations there. Louis XIV carried out an aggressive foreign policy,
with the aim of expanding the borders and making France the first European power. To this end, he went to war against Spain, Holland, and
England. The reign of Louis XIV strengthened France, and before his
death, he had managed to impose its hegemony in Europe.

3. Encourage students to look for more information about the monarchies
that currently exist in Europe. Have them talk about the main differ
differences between the 15th and 16th century European monarchies and
those that currently exist.

4. Ask students to investigate how Italian city-states such as Florence,
Venice, and Milan came to be. Then ask them to explain why these cities where an inspiration in the emergence of modern states.

79

control of the monarch. To achieve political unity, Henry VII was devoted to doing business with the Netherlands. When he died, England
was a united and organized state with a prosperous economy.

Opening

The Reunification of Spain

b. What conclude about the political and economic power in the
region?

Henry VII came to the throne at a time
of instability. However, at the end of
his reign, he had provided England
with a sense of unity and order.

2. Examine the image on page 77
together. Split the class up in
pairs. Encourage students to
write a dialogue of a conversation
between the Catholic Kings. The
dialogue should refer to the Spanish territories that appear on the
map. Let them share their work in
class.

Kingdom
of Scotland

Spain and its possessions
France

Kingdom
of
England

French territories
New countries

Norway and Denmark

North Sea

Ireland

United
Brandenburg
Provinces
Flemish German
Region
States
Austria
Bavaria
Franche-Comté

Atlantic
Ocean

Kingdom
of France

Kingdom
of
Portugal

The Spanish Empire in Europe
during the sixteenth century
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Kingdom
of Spain

Switzerland
Hungary
Savoy
Milan Venice
Genoa

Corsica

Papal
States

Sardinia

Mediterranean
Sea

Kingdom
of Naples

Sicily

Prussia

Kingdom
of Poland

Ottoman
Empire
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Development

1. Ask students to read subtopic “The English Monarchy”. Encourage
students to explain the following:
a. The repercussions of the Hundred Year War on England’s economy.
b. The Wars of the Roses consequences

2. Spark a debate in which students take a stance on the question in
section For Comprehension.
3. Read subtopic “The Reunification of Spain” together. Ask students to
answer the following questions in their notebooks:
a. What were the immediate political ramifications of Isabella of Castile
and Ferdinand of Aragon’s marriage?
b. What was the Reconquista?
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c. The legacy of Henry VIII
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a. What European monarchy holds
the most territories?

During the Middle Ages, the Iberian Peninsula was divided into several kingdoms. To the west was the independent monarchy of Portugal;
to the north, the small kingdom of Navarre; to the south, the Muslim
kingdom of Granada; to the east, the kingdom of Aragon; and towards
the center, the kingdom of Castile. The latter two were the most powerful. In the early fifteenth century, they began to take steps to reunite
Ferthe territory now known as Spain. In 1469, Isabella of Castile and Fer
dinand of Aragon married, which resulted in the strengthening of the
effective control over the government. This was accomplished despite
the initial separation of their respective courts, court laws, currencies,
languages, and
nd political bodies. Ferdinand and Isabella replaced the
old army with a strong infantry. Together they completed the process of
the Reconquista, expelling Muslims from the peninsula.
This war ended in 1492 with the fall of the kingdom of Granada,
which marked a decisive victory for the Catholic Monarchs. In 1512, the
kingdom of Navarre was annexed.
In Spain, three religions coexisted during the Middle Ages: Judaism,
Catholicism, and Islam. Once they unified the territory, Ferdinand and
Isabella decided to also unify religious beliefs. Thus, in 1478, the pope
authorized the implementation of the Court of the Inquisition in Spain.
The Inquisition was a judicial institution created by the papacy in the
Middle Ages. Its mission was to locate, prosecute, and convict those
guilty of heresy,
heresy, or denying certain Catholic beliefs.
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1. Ask students to analyze the map
on page 76. Encourage them to
identify territories belonging to
European monarchies.
Ask:

Closure
1. Have students look into Queen
Isabella of Castile’s political
approach. Ask them to explain
how a woman managed to
become such a powerful person.
Encourage them to look for more
information about her life before
being married to King Ferdinand of
Aragon. Ask whether they believe
in arranged marriages or not.

Historiographic
Reference
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In 1492, all professing Jews —more than two hundred thousand—
were expelled from Spanish territory. Meanwhile, the Catholic Monarchs
also encouraged Muslims to convert to Christianity. However, facing
Muslim inaction, the Queen issued a decree in 1502 that expelled all
Muslims from her kingdom.
Thus, the Catholic Monarchs succeeded in unifying Spain, not
only under their political control, but under the same Christian faith as
well. Thereafter, being Spanish meant being Catholic. The Catholic
Monarchs established measures to secure their power throughout the
country.
To submit the nobility, who still wielded power through municipalities, and to increase control over the cities, magistrates were appointed. These officials were in charge of imposing the monarchs’ decisions
in the municipalities.
The Catholic Monarchs carried out a policy of territorial expansion.
They took the Canary Islands, acquired territories in North Africa, and
expanded their possessions in Italy. They also funded the voyages
of Christopher Columbus in search of a new route to the Indies. The
arrival of Columbus at America allowed the Catholic Monarchs to
access, colonize, control, and conquer the New World. As a result,
Spain became the main European power in the sixteenth century.
However, it was under Charles V and Philip II that Spain reached its
territorial peak, occupying overseas and European territories. In addition, it used the Inquisition to keep track of opponents.

The Holy Alfaquí

“Fray Hernando de Talavera,
confessor of the Queen, who was
appointed Archbishop of Granada,
was commissioned with the christianization of Muslims. His methods
based on charity, understanding,
studying the culture and customs
of Muslims, made him famous and
beloved by them, who called him
the Holy Alfaquí.. But these methods
provided few conversions, even if
they were permanent.”

(translated)
Soha Abboud-Haggar, “Un problema
sin resolver. La tragedia morisca”,
Dossier: Isabel la Católica. El legado,, (2004)

2. Ask students to explain why
they believe the Catholic Kings
Ibedecided to unify not only the Ibe
rian Peninsula’s territory, but also
the religious beliefs of the region.
conseAsk them to explain the conse
quences of this decision.
3. Make a PowerPoint presentation
with images of the torture devices
that were used by the Inquisition.
Ask students to look into some
of the acts that were considered
heresy.

Skills and Concepts

Justify

Which measure imposed by the Catholic Royals, Ferdinand and Isabel, do you think was most effective in the
unification of Spain? Explain your choice.
77

Notes

c. Why did the Spanish Inquisition take place?

d. What does heresy mean?

e. What event drew Spain’s reunification process to an end?
f. What was the role of the magistrates?
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Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of
Aragon established a centralized
government, thus unifying
Spain’s territory and politics.

4. Have students write a paragraph on the territorial expansion policy of
the Spanish Crown.
5. After they finish their reading material, tell the class to finish the table
“The Middle Ages’ Most Prominent Absolute Monarchies”.
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Religion in the Modern Age
Religious Manifestations

Opening

During the Modern Age, different ways of thinking exerted direct
influence on the power that, until then, the Catholic Church had managed to possess. Emerging forms of thinking challenged the beliefs
hitherto supported by the majority and questioned the absolute authorities and conduct of those who ran church institutions.

1. Ask the class what Christian
denominations or churches exist
today. Write on the board those
that are mentioned. Ask if they
can identify the main differences
between one and the other. Let
them know how many religions
exist around the world.

The Augustinian monk Martin Luther
was the author of The Ninety-Five
Theses, a text that led to the Protestant
Reformation in the sixteenth century.

3. Have students read the footnote
from Luther’s image on page 78
and ask:

a. Why do you think the Lutherans
were called Protestants?

John Calvin

zMartin Luther and the Protestant Reformation - Given the weak
image of the Church, some sectors began to fight for reform. The
constant criticism culminated in a movement driven by the German
monk Martin Luther. On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed the docudocu
ment known as The Ninety-Five Theses of Luther to the door of a
church in Wittenberg, Germany. This document laid the foundation
for a new conception of Christianity and resulted in the birth of the
Protestant Church. This movement is known as the Protestant Reformation.
mation. One of Luther’s proposals was that everyone had the right to
interpret the Bible, and that this prerogative was not reserved to the
priests or papal authority. Likewise, Luther argued that individuals
could maintain a direct relationship with God, without intermediaries.
This meant that knowledge was not the monopoly of a few and that
people should seek for themselves the meaning of truth. RegardRegard
ing indulgences, Luther believed that people could be confused if
they continued to buy the forgiveness of sins, and that there was a
risk that they would stop practicing confession and seeking true rere
pentance. Luther’s proposals were translated and circulated widely,
not only in Germany but also in France, England, and Italy. Among
Luther’s requests, the following stand out: decreasing the number of
cardinals, abolishing the Pope’s income, reforming universities, disdis
missing celibacy, and recognizing only three sacraments: Baptism,
Eucharist, and Penance.
zCalvinism and Anglicanism - In Geneva, the French reformer
John Calvin introduced several principles to Luther’s ideas, especially the notion of predestination. This postulate held that God,
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Notes
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Development

2. Ask students to explain what this document is about and what its main
agreements or resolutions were. Bring a copy of the Council of Trent or
look for it on the web.
3. Ask them to fill in the following sentences:
a. During the religious wars __________.
b. Religious wars took place, for the most part, in: __________.
c. The Edict of Nantes was __________.

82

gruposantillanapr.com

© SANTILLANA - Any reproduction is prohibited.

1. Tell students to jot down the causes that led to the creation of the
Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther’s chief proposals, and Calvin’s
foremost idea. Ask that they explain how the Anglican Church came
to be.
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2. Have a brainstorming exercise
with the concept of religious tolerance in mind. Ask students to
define this concept. Then, ask that
they identify some examples of
situations where a lack of religious
tolerance has created conflict.
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zThe Catholic Church in the Modern Age - Critical humanist
thinking from the Renaissance also penetrated the roots of the Catholic Church. During the Middle Ages, the Church had maintained its
supremacy in Europe. Once the Renaissance began, the practices
of the Church seemed to stray from the true values of the Christian religion. Much of the clergy lacked adequate training, and the
charges were given away or bought. Furthermore, the upper hierarhierar
chy lived in exaggerated luxury. In 1515, Pope Leo X issued papal
indulgences,, documents guaranteeing the forgiveness of sins and
the reduction of sentences in exchange for payments to the Church
to cover the construction of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

Closure
Humanity
The religiously motivated wars were
cruel and bloody. For example, in
the slaughter of St. Bartholomew in
France, thousands of people were
killed just because they were Protestants. For three days, the French
people toured Paris to kill Calvinists.
After this experience, governments
around the world established policies to encourage religious tolerance. These policies consider respect
and unconditional acceptance of
the beliefs of others, even though
they may not share the same ideas.
These are believed to be indispensable as a means to achieve
communication and maintaining the
sense of national unity among the
region’s inhabitants.

1. Have students read section
“Humanity” and write an essay
about the importance of religious
tolerance.
2. Ask students to imagine they are
priesst in the 16th century, fore
forerunners of the Protestant Reforma
Reformation. Instruct them to write a ser
sermon in which they identify all the
misdeeds and excesses a sector
of the Catholic Church had fallen
to. Let them present their work.
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zThe Counter Reformation -The response of the Catholic Church
to the reform proposed by Luther is known as the Counter Reformation (1545-1563). To this end, an urgent council was convened
in the small town of Trento, in the Alps. The meeting consisted of a
group of cardinals, archbishops, bishops, priests, and theologians.
Among the main resolutions of the Council of Trent were reaffirming
the Church as the only entity that could interpret the Bible; maintaining the practice of selling indulgences; defending the seven sacraments; keeping clerical celibacy; continuing the use of Latin as the
only language allowed for Bible translation; creating a list of books
banned for Catholics; and developing new media for Catholicism,
such as the catechism. A strengthened Catholic Church emerged
from the Council of Trent.
zReligious struggles of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
- Despite their agreement on tolerance, religious leaders engaged in
a merciless war in which both sides committed great atrocities and
massacres. Nobles, the bourgeoisie, and kings were murdered in the
name of religion. Wars mostly occurred in Spain and France. In Spain,
the Inquisition maintained its intense activity of prosecuting anyone
who departed from Catholic dogma. Indexes of banned books were
published, and blood purity regulations were established in order to
obtain access to certain posts. In France, the Calvinists, known as
the Huguenots, faced the Catholics. The king remained Catholic, but
many of the nobles were Calvinists. The nobles thought that if they triumphed in the war of religion, they could regain power. In 1598, King
Henry IV of France ended the massacres when he signed the Edict of
Nantes, which granted freedom of religion.

Judge

3. Tell students to investigate King
Henry IV of France, what moved
him to end the massacres caused
by religious wars, and how he
approved the Edict of Nantes
to grant the people freedom of
religion.

Extended Thinking

Analyze the Catholic Church’s actions and the criticisms of Martin Luther. Then, evaluate how Luther’s actions
enabled the growth of Calvinism and Anglicanism. Support your response.
79

Notes

4. Encourage discussion about the closing activity’s proposal.

5. Draw a graphic organizer with the concepts lutheranism, calvinism,
and anglicanism
anglicanism.. Ask students to expand on this graphic in their note
notebooks. Have them name the sources, founders, and beliefs of each
movement.
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from the beginning, determines who will be saved and who will be
condemned. Calvin held that personal successes were signs that
God sent to the elect. Calvinism was established in France, the
Netherlands, Scotland, and in Central and Eastern Europe. Over
time, it overtook Lutheranism. Meanwhile, Anglicanism arose in
1534, when the King Henry VIII of England broke the country’s ties
with the Catholic Church and obedience to the pope. The monarch
was established as head of the new Church of England, the Anglican
Church. At first, the Church of England retained the same characteristics as Catholicism, but it soon adopted some Calvinist traits.

6. Divide the class into groups and assign them to one of the Protestant
religions in Puerto Rico today. Let them look for information about
these and present their work in class. Ask all of the groups: Why do
you think so many Protestant sects exist?
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Study Guide
Complete the sentences with the vocabulary words.

Answers

1. The

was the financial support for
artists that could develop their work.

Vocabulary

2. The favorite topic of humanists was

zzModern Age

which means in Latin “seize the day”.

1. patronage

3. Between the 15th and 16th centuries, the

was developed in Europe.

2. carpe diem
3. absolute monarchies

Vocabulary

4. Copernicus proposed the
in 1543.
5.
was an instrument designed to
control the economy of the nations.

4. heliocentric theory

6.

5. mercantilism

7. The

6. Renaissance

8. Renaissance art was encouraged from a philosophical

zzRenaissance
zzPatronage
zzHumanism
zzCarpe diem
zzPortolans
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was a cultural and artistic movement that originated in Italy at the end of the 14th century.

zzBourgeoisie

7.

social class.

current known as

bourgeoisie

represented the birth of a new

.

zzHeliocentric Theory
zzMercantilism
zzAbsolute monarchy

8. humanism

1. Write the missing sentences that complete the sequence.
a. 1450:

Activities

1. a. Printing press was invented.

b. Outbreak of War of the Roses.
c. Isabella I of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon got married.

c. 1455:

.

d. 1469:

.

e. 1485:

.

.

h. 1517:

.

i. 1520: A Spanish expedition, commanded by Fernando de Magallanes, crossed what we know
today as the Magellan Strait.
j. 1543:

k. 1643: A period of absolute monarchy started with Luis XIV of France.

80
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rnicus proposed his helio
g. Copernicus
heliocentric theory.

2. Suggested answer
Renaissance

Notes

Cultural and artistic movement

The simple forms and balanced
proportions used in Antiquity
inspired renaissance artists.

The use of perspective, a
technique that uses light and
shadows to suggest depth, was
emphasized.
Artists painted figures that
seemed real in a tridimensional
space.
84
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Brings the idea to renew all facets
of life and replace the divine as
the center of creation and instead
position the human at the center.
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e. Queen Isabel of Castile issued
a decree expelling all Muslims
from her kingdom.

g. 1502:
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f. 1492: In this year, Christopher Columbus started his exploration journeys and found a new continent for Europeans.

d. The reign of Henry VII from
England began.

f. Luther wrote the document The
Ninety-Five Theses that laid the
foundations for a new concept
of Christianity.

.

b. 1453: The Turks conquered Constantinople. This blocked the route that Europeans used to cross
to the east.

Renaissance

Humanism

3. Join a classmate and discuss:
a. The Polish scientist Nicolas Copernicus and the Florentine Galileo Galilei changed the ways in
which humans visualized themselves against the universe and God. In what way do you think
their revolutionary approaches contributed to the development of civilizations in that era and in
the next era?

4. Select the correct answer.

a. To determine the oversees domains of Spain and Portugal, both nations established…
• The Berlin treaty.
• The Milan treaty.

• The Torruellas treaty.
• The Torsedillas treaty

The beauty, harmony and ideal
proportions of the human body
developed by the ancient Greeks
and Romans, were employed by
Renaissance artists.
Humanism
Philosophical movement of the
Renaissance.

• Africa and the Philippine islands
• Africa, Spain, and Belize

• Africa, Asia, and the Philippine islands
• Africa, Asia, and Brazil

Their motto was carpe diem.

c. The colonization of America changed the European outlook, since it solidified its…
• ego.
• economy.

Encouraged the study of all fields
gramof knowledge such as gram
mar, rhetoric, poetry, philosophy,
morality, ethics, and history.

• religion.
• agriculture.

d. The principal characteristic of absolute monarchies was the…
• excess of institutions that were looking for
control.
• excessive need of sharing their wealth
with the people.

Promoted the faculties of the
antirehuman being without being antire
ligious.
Studied the Greek and Roman
classics of antiquity as a means to
restore human values.

b. Under this treaty, Portugal dominated the lands of …
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b. Just like technological advancements facilitate our tasks today, during the era of exploration, advancements in navigation propelled the discovery and exploration of new territories. How do you think
the development of technology still contributes with the progress of society? Write your answers and
then discuss them with your classmates.

• absence of institutions that could control
their power.
• total respect for the parliament and congress.

Humanists believed deeply in
God, but their pursuit was to apply
everything learned in this world
and not in the afterworld.

5. Explain:

a. What was the Spanish Reconquista?

3. Collaborative work

b. Do you think Spain’s religious diversity was an obstacle for the unification of the empire? Justify
your answer.

4. a. Tordesillas Treaty

c. Do you think freedom of religion is important to the people of the nations? Why?

d. What are the benefits of freedom of religion in a community? Justify your answer with an example.

b. Africa, Asia, and Brazil
c. economy
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Notes
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2. Create a chart in your notebook to compare the characteristics of the Renaissance and
Humanism.

d. The absence of institutions that
could control its power

5. a. In the expulsion of Muslims
from the entire Iberian peninsula. b-d. Answers may vary
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zEthics
The first ethical ideas in Greece were based on harmony, beauty and reason to reach goodness and
justice as supreme ideals. Two thinkers and Greek philosophers that developed their reflections and ideas
about ethics, or morals, were Plato and Aristotle.
Aristotle’s outstanding thoughts:

The world of ideas affects the physical world; think about it and do the right thing. Where
command is coveted and contested there cannot be good governance and harmony cannot
prevail.
In seeking the good of others, we find our own. Where love reigns, there is no need for law.
A legislator should not aim only for the happiness of certain citizens and excluding others,
but for the happiness of all.
Three faculties are found in man: reason clarifies and dominates; courage or anima
encourages acting, and the senses, obedience.
We must have the courage to tell the truth, especially when speaking of truth.

Commiting an injustice is worse than suffering it. The only solid state is one in which all
citizens are equal before the law.
I count braver he who overcomes his desires than he who conquers his enemies, for the
hardest victory is over self.
The punishment of the liar is to not be believed even when telling the truth.

Moral excellence comes about as a result of habit. We become just performing just acts,
temperate by performing temperate acts, brave by performing brave acts.
Happiness, then, is something perfect and self sufficient, being the end to which our actions
are directed.

Before reading

1. What values do you think an ethical person should possess? Justify your answer.

2. Search for information about Plato and Aristotle. Write a sentence about each one of these
Greek philosophers.
Answers will vary: Socrates was Plato's teacher. Plato's ideas are presented in written dialogues, which
is unique. Aristotle was the youngest of the famous Greek philosophers. He is considered to be the first
scientific researcher.
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Answers will vary: Honesty, transparency, truth, justice, etc.

While reading
1. What did the Greek philosophers consider to achieve the ideal of justice?
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Harmony, beauty, and reason.

2. Explain briefly Aristotle’s second quote presented in the reading.

Answers will vary: Showing kindness and performing loving actions brings us happiness.

3. What verbs does Aristotle use to describe these three faculties of the human being: reason,
anima and the senses? Present an example.
Reason: clarifies and dominates; courage or anima: leads to action; the senses: obey. Answers will vary.
Example: Reason tells us that we need to study before taking a test. Courage or anima causes us to take
out the time to study. The senses (sight, touch, taste, sound, and smell) obey this process, allowing us to
study effectively.

After reading

1. Write three sentences to summarize Aristotle’s main arguments presented in the reading.
Individual responses. Love, justice, and truth lead to happiness. What we do to others will be done to us.
Equality results in justice and harmony.

2. Write your own thoughts about ethics to achieve goodness and justice.
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Creative work.

Listen and discuss

1. Choose one of Aristotle’s quotes presented in the reading to either support or reject it.
Discuss your viewpoint with a partner. Present examples to support it. Then, listen to your
classmates’ choice.
2. Read to the rest of the class the quote that you wrote for activity 2 in the After Reading part.
Explain and elaborate on your ideas.
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Historical Document
Renaissance painting: Las Meninas
Las Meninas, by Diego Velázquez, is a painting that contains tricks of gaze and reflections;
a sort of game between the viewer, the painting, and the painter. In the center, the observer
finds Infanta Margaret, attended to by maids and servants, and surrounded by other
characters. What becomes ambiguous is that to the left –and against a canvas of which we
only see the end– is Velázquez, the author of the work, looking for someone we cannot see.
Who is Velázquez painting? Apparently, Velázquez
ázquez was painting the monarchs Philip IV and
Mariana of Austria, who are reflected in a mirror at the bottom of the painting, while, in turn,
facing the princess from the viewer’s position.
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1

KNOW

2

CONTEXTUALIZE

In what year Diego Velá
Velázquez
Vel
ázquez
zquez painted Las Meninas? Who were Spain’s monarchs at the time?
What historical events were taking place in Spain?
Diego Velázquez painted "Las Meninas" in 1656, during the reign of the Spanish monarchs Philip IV

the Eighty Years' War, through which the Habsburg rulers had attempted to retain their hegemony. In
the end, they were defeated.
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and Mariana of Austria. The Thirty Years' War had just ended in Europe. This war was preceeded by

3

INTERPRET
Look at the painting carefully. Who is Velázquez painting? Why didn’t Velázquez paint the
monarchs? Do you think Velázquez wanted to put the viewer in the monarchs’ position? Is he
actually painting the observer?
Independent responses: Students should interpret the painting and support their opinions with
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solid arguments.

4

COMPARE

Look for other Renaissance paintings and compare them with Las Meninas. What were other
royalty paintings like? What are some characteristics of Velázquez’ style?
Independent responses: Velázquez' style was a combination of Baroque and realism. With time, he
dominated the use of shades of grey, which became his signature technique. His paintings became
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vivid thanks to his use of light and shadow. Monarchs are the subjects of his royal paintings.
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Our World

Opening
1. Ask students to compare the territorial extension of the European
and the African continents.
Ask:
a. What are the similarities?
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b. What are the differences?
2. Ask students to name all the European countries they know. Make a
list on the board with the countries
students name.

Europe is a huge peninsula to the west of Asia.
It limits to the north with the Arctic Ocean; to the
south, with the Mediterranean, Black and Caspian
Seas; to the west, with the Atlantic Ocean; and to
the east, with Asia. Europe is separated from Asia
by the Ural Mountains, the Ural River, the Caspian
Sea, the Caucasus Mountains and the Black Sea.
Forty-five independent countries make up the
European continent, including Germany, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Spain, Ireland, Italy,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, and Malta, as well as the
sepacountries of Serbia and Montenegro, which sepacounrated in 2006. Russia is a transcontinental country, which crosses two continents, but only a small
part of its territory is part of Europe. In Europe,
a wide variety of languages are spoken: Nordic,
Germanic, Slavic and Romanic languages.
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Notes

Climate: The European weather is moderate and
does not have a significant climate difference
among its regions.
Topography: The European continent is
mainly formed of 75% lowlands, that extend
from the Ural Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean.
The principal mountain regions are in the
Scandinavian region, the plains, the central
mountains, and the Mediterranean alpines, where
the highest altitudes are located, like the Sierra
Nevada, the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Apennines,
the Balkans and the Carpathian.
Hydrography: The European hydrography has
five watersheds: the Arctic Ocean, the Atlantic
Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, the Black Sea,
and the Baltic Sea.
Biodiversity: the most common type of natural
vegetation in Europe is the taiga and the jungle.
The bear and the wolf were very abundant
animals in Europe, but since the Middle Ages,
their population have decreased.
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Development

1. Tell students to look at the pictures on page 87 and read the information underneath each one. Ask them to locate on the map where those
places are located.

3. Read page 86 together. Divide the class into four groups and assign
each group one of the following topics: Climate, Topography, Hydrography and Biodiversity. Tell them to investigate more about the
assigned topic. Tell them to present their findings in a creative way.
Suggest using poems, songs, an acrostic, and oral report, a multimedia presentation, a video clip, etc.
4. Encourage them to investigate about the European Union, when and
why it was formed, what advantages and disadvantages the member
countries are offered, and what are the challenges it confronts. Ask for
volunteers to share the information they found with the rest of the class.
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2. Assign the reading of page 86. Ask them to create a tourist pamphlet
of Europe or of their favorite European country. Encourage them to be
creative.
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Europe
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3. Give each student a world political map. Ask them to identify the
countries mentioned previously.
Later, tell them to identify the other
countries they did not mention.
Add the names to the list.
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1. Bring white craft paper to put
on the wall. Tape it on the wall.
Provide them with paintings,
crayons, brushes, and markers.
Tell them to create a mural
representing the cultural diversity
of Europe. Ask the school
community to see the mural.

Europe has the most ancient cities of the Western world.
Some of these are Athens, Greece; Rome, Venice (above),
and Florence, Italy; Paris, France; Cologne, Germany; and
Toledo, Granada, and Cordoba, Spain.

European Christians are mostly Catholic, Protestant, and
Orthodox. In the picture, you can see St. Peter’s Cathedral
Plaza, an architectural symbol of Vatican City, in Rome.

2. Ask them to complete the
Research section on page 87.
Discuss their findings.
3. Tell them to research the following
points:
a. What languages are spoken in
Europe?
b. Which one is the largest coun
country? Which one is the smallest?
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Which
ch one is the richest coun
c. Whi
country? Which one is the poorest?

The European continent has four natural regions: Atlantic,
Mediterranean, Central, and Oriental. It has a wide variety of
landscapes, like the tundra (above), to the north; Atlantic forests, to the center; and the Mediterranean forest, to the south.

Historically, the Mediterranean ports of the south of Europe
have served as a cradle for civilization and as a cultural and
commercial link. The Romans called the Mediterranean Sea
Mare Nostrum (“our sea”).

RESEARCH

Look up information about the civilizations that thrived and conquered Europe throughout history,
and that left their cultural influences. Relate the languages that are spoken in Europe with those
processes.
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Notes

5. Ask them to point out how the members of the European Union are
chosen. Tell them to list the names of the nations that are part of the
European Union and which countries are waiting to be part of it and
which could be left out and why.

6. Tell them to imagine that the Latin American and Caribbean countries
decide to create a union similar to the European. Ask:
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Closure

a. Do you think it would be possible for the Latin American and Carib
Caribbean countries to have a single citizenship and a single currency?
Why?
b. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of such an
union?

c. What other agreements already exist between Latin American countries? (For example: NAFTA, FTAA, etc)
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